
SPI'I'TING Ii'1AGE

A GiJIi-)E irO.l r.,rrlIiIRS

fOPICALIfY: Cnly :tirorrt l-ili:ee tninutes of l:re l)t:ogramrne is really
topical. Ihis is lire l>it of i-ire sirorv tirat 3veryone irant.s Lc
write: irence tirere is alrvi:ys a Iot. of material Lo choose f rDin.
ilowerrer, Llre stnall Togrical .fea;r si>ends Lire wirole of I'ililrsday
witir ine writing riat.erial Lrt fill tjlis sIoL and anyone not ai
that session stanCs lit-tLe chance of igr:ttia:1 anytiring on.
Unf oiriunat.ely, scme writers are attracted to Spit becarrse cf
itrs to1;icality, aLrd ne\/er really accel>t t-ira t i:heir: toi>ical
xaterial is noL reqLrired. 0:ilers find it_ too tnucir oI aLr ef for:i
to cirearn tiir ideas, strit-lects alLtd tar!aeLs... itts far easier to
open a ne.,rs:)a;)er anci pick soneti)ing. AnyoLte wi lling to i)rrtef f ort inLo tilinkinq of rrirexirecled strl;jects, tar'3eis ani i,ieas
ilre Li kely to i>e sLrc,:essf Lrl, e sprecially il tilose iieas are not
lii:e1y io 2o ()(it-of -rjaie for ,,'eeks oi: rnontjls.

fili AljDIt-l:,iC[: iialf of Lire ei.;:ri: rrillion t)e oi)le r,.]r,r r..ra Lcil .Si)it-
do so i)e:litilse t;)ey like seeing f rrL-rny 1rrr1;;>e Ls ili tLin: eacit
oi:jler, :nci t;re skeltcites i,ri)ou1t si)orl anci lrtrce iroi:svtli. l'he
otrter iialf ai:e ricirile-aqed 1)roadsileet-r:e:Ce is r,'iro like
inteLliger-rt irirr(1-iti Lt irr,3 satire aircl cantt rrrrciecs t.aLtd r.riry wc
i)ot-iler ,:1o i;t.2, si<eLcjres ai)otlt 3.r:rrci,: al_ all. Slrifting Iineqe conesrjown_decisivelv cn til,J side of paLtrlei:inq to i-.clir i?ts t.es
e(i iia L ly.

liLJi'.:\IIOil: Tlre average du.aLion oi a iskeLc;1 is f ii:Ly s^econds.
lirere are trsually Lwo sketcires I)er sito\r of .)il seconCs (riiricir is
tire maxintrin).. Tilis relative i)revity is ira:i;, to ,.lo wi ltit trte
"s,rLil of i,;it", anci partly bec,.rrise prrppeLs cin'-.- sLrstain Longer
s(eIcires... Tire i)uppet-s irarre an initial i.nir;:cL, IrtrL Liris f a,ies
geoinetricaLly i"iLir eacit seconc.i tirey are on i-lte sci:een.

SilS: SkeLcires rsiLir jilst one set- jrarre an a,-j\rentage in tnai f,itey
a;:e eesier to siroot. A ninute ir.>nt sketcrr i,'il:ir i,,-trr di.f f er:enr
locations '"gorrLd ir.':ve tr; be ver-'", ;oor.i ilrriee,l t..j :31 oLt. Ple::se
use tire ai)solul-e ninirnurn nrriltter ot- lccalicrs. ilease try t:c
avoid drrIL places lifle cif ices. Ioi soiie raason r>rr;rpcl-s ,;ioLirt
i,'ork ruelL r''i t-ir a des,< i)et,,/een Eire;r. (?io5al;1, l:ecairse tlrey
can' i: iril eircil Dtirei).

?UPPill'S: rjritin.3 fo:: g>u2irets j.s r()t at all Irr<e i;riti.n,', for
aciors. lrre :iif f erences are c;:ircitrl. 'l:::vit../ oI ine slletcires
iras already l)een touciled on, i;iit i)revit-y is vi.t;ri ivitiiin !;r,:
indivirlrral sg;eecites too. A i)ul)t)cL canr l'- c o i-i \/ i rr c i n q I y dellve:: a
si>eecir of inore liran L.*'eri:y or tirir:ty wO;:is. Yrtu ]rave t_o citt
ai{ay t-c r;ometirin3 else otirerwise tile prlr)r)el, t>e.gins Lo Look like
a luirt) of riiltirer and i:ire iLlrrsirrit farles. Pa::i of Lire illrrsi.otr
of Spitting Irnage is tili.s ediioi:ia.L slirlirt-oi irand: cr;t. ;trr:rv
i>ef o;:e tire brain says "tiris is j rrs r- a pti;tpei". AnoLirer viLai
i)oint iS tila! puppets a;:e caricati!i:es. Tirey lo,t< anrl sound lii<e



gross exaggeraLions, theref ore the rvords tiley Lrt.ter rnusl i)e
sllitat)Iy iright-ened. i{atrlralist.ic dialoglre is orrt, no ma tt.er iro\u
f rtnny i t migirt i>e on Rory Brenner- or l{eekf,nding or Sni tir &
JoLre..
Dialogtre iras to be sna;>py and very energeLic. A good i:trle of
lirurnl> is to say tirat PUPPEIS CAN'1' ACT, BUT Tt{tiy i.iUSI pERFCitU.
flrey cannot go "asiren-f aced" t.hey can't look "depiEssed" t.irey
can' L ever-t srnile or: look angry. As f ar as possil>le mood shorrlri
be inirerent in tire dialoqrre. Tirere are also a 1ot of action-s
tirat [)rli)pets can't do t>ecarise by-and,-Lat2.e TftEy DON'I IIAVE
LEGS. So... a 1ot. of vrriLers think tirat since pu[)i)ets are
linited 1>erf oi:rners, iust pLlt t.irern in an of f ice anrj lsrite a
' ' c o n v e r s a L i o n ' ' . Tltis-doesnt t rvork ei Liter, l>eca lr s e ruititorrt. s onepitysical vilality f,ile puppets beqin io look like ltrmps of
ruirirer a3ain.. . f ire trick is to 1;r:orririe tlramatic energetic
sittlations so tite I)ul)[)eteers can irave sor;reiiring to r.r'r) ]: K witjr.
By aL1 raeans vrrite visrral jokes, l;rrt eriirecl iraLf oF tirern to lre
C(lt.

Clliilj,iICS: CeLrerics are i)uppets like JOilSirl0il'f il r,'iro a,:en't
ca rlca tlrres o I f arrorrs people. . . tiley gene.!:a Lly pLay l>i i parts.
Please Co not rely heavily on generici. Vielvers rvant to iee
tainoLis caricatilres on tireir screen... sketciles r.litlr lots of
genei:ics seera drrll by compariscn. If yotr irarie an idea wiriclt
involves a loL of generics please cirecJi r.iitir :ne first.

CilAitACl0:iS: Spi tting Inage is al)oilt ciraracters ,nor:e tiraLl
issties. Casti-ng yorrr sketch vrell is iraLf way to Cettinq it on.
Soine 2ir2oets are nea::l), a1r?-?y3 f rrirny,: tirey irave a f trnny
ciraracter, face and voice (eg ,iOY iIAfICRSI-[Y). Soine i)uppetscorrlrir't be funny even if iioody Allen rqere r./ritinq tireir lines.
i(nowlng iviro is f rinny and rvtro isn' t can only ire gleaned f ront
wat.ciring tlle prog,ralnme oc askint scrleone wiro rsorks on it.
rlccasionalLy a ciraracter can ire iitvented f or: one of the
'ttnf ttnnyr pirppets. Tiris hal;pened recently \,,,1)eii i(ennet-ir ilaker:
.vas Inadg inlo e slir3, and Kaufrnan \vas citaracLerised as a
"cree.,". Nerv cir.:racIerisations (com1>1ete wltir catch-i>irrases)
ar:e very inircir in demand.

IDiiAS: Itriters wn() si)end less !ine writinq sketcjtes anri rno::e
tirne Ilrinking of irieas are the ncst silccesslLrl. .A very goor]
iciea will get on, aven if t;re sketcir needs tinl(er.ing r.ritir or
over:harililg. An 14ea tiiat doesn't agrpeaL i.:on't get on no Inatter
itorc irrrcir tirne yoir'rre sirent craf ting tne sketclt.- It's inpossil>1e
to say rrirat I'n looking foc since generally 11ii(e to be
sttr:prised and I woirldn't rrant t() l)rescrii)e a f orrnrrla f or-
I e ! t i n .l . . 

s t- u F f on. i'iirat doesnrt. appeal; sketches ti)at tackle
"issues" iread-on: eg a sIETEii-aboirt itealtr'r cuts s titring tite
irealtrr ni-nister aLrd the irrlme i'1inis !er:. .L'V siroir f orrnats a;:e
fine in srnall rluantiLies... (o,re pei: slroi;). NO t,Ui\S pl-EASE.

S0IL SUCCIISSiUL IDEAS: fire last potrato in Russia defects t.o Ljre
wes !.. Goriry I s birlirrnark declares- indei>endence. Jestrs Or Citrist
aplreaLs aBainsL rvrongf rrI cot-rvictioL.r l>y Lire Setlr.leirem Seriotrs



Crines Sqtrad. tieil Kinnock deci.des tira! to have tire dignity of
a l-flre SLal-esman you irave t.o stop going to the t.oilet. Joirn
llajor sirakes off his grey image and pretends to l)e Gay so as to
make iri{nse1f rnore rnemoral>le. Tony Hancock becomes a sl)erm
donor. Kinnock replaces Hatterley's head rvit.ir tlia L ot- a blonde
girlrs so as l>oosi the party's s'ex appeal, Larrrel and l{ardy ai:e
digging the ilritisit side of !ire Chunnel. Jo'rrn Sesslons aoes rotile cioctor l>ecarrsc ltets disaDpcaring ut> Iris o\rn arse. fiie t,iord
"i>ollocks" is declared 'rroliiL' by iire- 1991 Bollocks Act...
irit.ir iril ariorrs conse,l,rcn-es.

l'HE PUPPit LlSl: Yorr need Lo constrlt tire IisL of l)ul)j)eLs Ior
inspiration, and lo :rvoirl wriLing f or pul)i),tts we <ioir- i irave.

RULES Every oi;rei: skeLcir on tlte prog-rairrne l;reak.s ai Least one
of !:i)e at>ove "ntles".

t
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