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Landscape
Cottesloe Theatre

Michael Billington

AROLD Pinter's own

production of Land-

scape, first scen at the
Gate Theatre Dublin in May,
has now moved to thc Cullc>luu

I hMury of love,
trayal. exclusion; and Pl.-m'lopu
Wilton and lan Holm not only
give performances of infinite
subtlety but opon up the meal
ingofthe pl
Beth a lDuﬂ'—- interesting

Kkitchen table: two domestic
servants leftalone in an empty
house. Beth, staring out front.
seems encased in memories of
arhapsodic seashore encoun-
ter and speaks in soft lyrical
tones: Duff, facing her, secks to
penetrate her solitude with his
own recollections of an admit-

In Peter Hnll‘s nrlgn 1 pro-
duction there se -
ine thread afdnuhl was Beth

calling Duffas llL'm)cc wasor
re-living some passiona
f ir with their employor‘ Pin-
own production i ls much
lc.-s: ambiguous: ascho-
sen tolock herbell‘mla un ide- -
alised memory of her husband
while Duffis driven to K
anguished desperntlon by her
impenetral

Wilton, (olally still inaprint |
1ruck lhrnugh which herslip
ows, seems irradiated
by r ccollectmns of her hus-
band's past tendresse. Holm,
hands fiercely clenched round
acup, is likeaman tryingouta;
series of tactical manocuvres

as he tells Beth of his remem-
bered hope that “you would
come into my arms and kiss
me, even . .. offer yourselfto

e toa crescendo of
wounded fury and despair.
Everyt| hmgre:ts on counter-
point: past and present, ecstasy
and holnyﬂ her mellifluous
rases against his harsh,

stony separation and his two
performers, through precise
contrasts, play it like an

exquisite sonata that lingers in
the mind longafter one has
quit the scene,

Daylimes and early evening al
the Cottesloe stage of the
National Theatre (box-office:
071-928 2252) until December 6.
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