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and Linda Bassett at the C

SLICES OF LIFE? Jim

PHOTOGRAPH; DOUGLAS JEFFERY

Michael Billington finds universality missing in Fugard’s new play

Sty society

THOL FUGARD de-

wn.h 'me P‘gs
the Oonesloe as“a
personal yarable."
ut the essence of a parabl
at it gives an everday stol ry a
niversal appl.icatinn, and one

inten
The play’s genesis lay in a

/s story about a Sovi

inge-
wity, Mr Fugard sketches in a

ssible scenario. His hero, Pa
by mmnrles of )ns
doweren

mwpna!l,helsarnsmmh
has been

rated a Hero of the Peopl
So he i 15 doomed to a life with
Mr Fugard shows how
hls smrk rebels against the
,sgualor of the sty: he s
existence by enumet-
ating every fly he has squashed
and he savagply kills a pig who
has eaten a beautiful butterfly.
His hunger for freedom also
takes the form of a mi
walk in which he dons maroon
mckm@ anc wife's dress
finds himself intoxicated
B the wount of wild rosss and
the beauty of the stars. Bni itis
only by arraigning himself be-

fore an il ed military court | men

imagin
and by releasing the pigs ﬂ'qm
aptivity that he is able to re-
en!er the world

“fon what seemsa deﬁantly smi

situation. He also invests the
action with touches of Gogolian
comedy such as Pavel’s en-
oroed ass| ion of the role of
(ary hero But the
p)ayleﬂme cold; and the
on is that it presents a

aberran mwuhar mwerk
asa genenl allegory.

Mr Fugard's point seems to
‘be that we are all suscéptible to
some form of private degrada-
tion; but 2 man who leaps into a
ng pen in abandonment of his

seems niore a sad
psymunu than a potent symbal,

\

There is even a touch of wry

"Have vou gota little brooch or
Bassett also

0
pluya the wife with a fine exas-

rated affectionand a it
pragmn that feminds ;ou
n the wife's toil subsidises

is with
B:cken - who also deals wnh

Mr Fugaxd's pmduchon is

where ‘Winnie in Hawy Days,
‘buried up to her neck in earth,
embodies unflinching stoicism
in adversity, Mr Fugard's hero
represents a feverishly neu-
rotic guilt, Beckett offers an ir-
reducible image: Fugard a for-

ented s case.
Inevitably, hemg Mr Fugard,
there are moments of redeem-
g 0] sm. The soene of the

midnight walk
emmder of the heauty Mh
£ . And the piece is given
heatrical life by the energy of

ers. Jun Bma
ld, driy

the pigs in
eat, sleep and defecate.”

design, all grunts and, sqneals.
b.‘l David Budries) and there is
‘touching about Pa-
vel‘s £inal humeslckness for hu-
. Butl was reminded of
Dr Jnlms)n l&ss for his obser-
vation that “The pigs are a race
o justly " than for
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