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‘ ‘ RTis lung ]
wrote R
dall Ji urrell
“and critics
are the in-

secls of a dz;g 'l'uAn unﬂnpu ttering
image, but highly applicable to
Harold Pinter's The Birthday
Party, which 36 years ago was
slammed by all the scribes,
save Hobson, and now turns up
at the Lyttelton in a superbly

Part of its amiles: fascination
lies in its elusiveness, What we
actually see is clear enough:
Stanley, a truculent recluse liv-
ing in a seaside boarding-house,
Is reduced to a state of terror-
ised catatonia hy Goldberg and
MeCann, twa agents of an unde-
fined organisation. But, as with
any poetic metaphor, its final -
meaning is up to us. I see it
partly as a pemmn.l play about

the presss on the obstinate
artist to umfurm to soclely s
rules — 10 years earlier, of

course, Pl.mer himself had been
a conscientious objector — and
partly as a directly political
play about the arbitrariness of
state power. Reading the pro-
gramme's list of prﬂdunhnm.
it's intriguing to guess at its
hanneshury

fine production is the idea of
life itself as an endless chain.
dominance and terror, 'I‘hxs

deceptive sunniness, with a
jaunty Housewives Choice-type
jingle as Tom Piper’s seaside
living room set is trucked for-
wards, But, after the initial
comedy of breakfast-ime ba-
nalities, we come to mahse that
Pinter is displaying a microcos-
mic world in which everyone is
linked hy honds of fear.

Meg, the indecently maternal
landlady, is terrorised by Stan-
ley who vlavs on her rul:hl

. maves of beil

of beis
van. Inn!ey himmllls phys!
cally menaced by the darkly
violen! and obsessjve McCann
who is himself in thrall to the
nzr\m\uly Jjovial Goldberg. And
his preduction makes

medisvnl chain of being had
suddenly appeared in East-
bowrne or Worthing, proving

I MICHAEL BILLINGTON finds Pinter’s mysteries
decoded in The Birthday Party at the I.ylteltqn

Party power

by avoiding all trace of the
stereotypical Jewish uncle flg-
ure, At first, I thought danger-
ously so, But gradually you
realise the point of the suﬂgm;-
tures, the manic neatness, th
hands that even when paw mg
the obliging Lulu's body have a
strange surgical detachment.
This |5 a man whose key pnuus
nphy is “Follow the line, the

line, Mc Clnn.andyoumnlgn
wronz.” And what Peck gives
us is a stultified o tion
man whose synthetic past and
interrogative manner mask a
pure and abgolute terror‘ The
‘wages of Peck cun-

What emerges is
the idea of life
as an endless
chain of terror
and dominance

that cach of us exists, simulta.

ningly suggests, is insecurity:
:'\'?l cavil is that Dora
Bryan, t'ar all har comic ski.ll is
encouraged to land- .
lady, Meg, as & mmnslm slat:
tern in draggled stockings and
pumps: [ see the character as
menacingly voluptuous. But
there is ironelad support
Nicholas Woodeson, as a

neously, in a state of bullying | Emma Amos as a gauchel.y
dnmmame d cowering ductive Lulu with a Peg's Paper
subservi notien of morality; and from
lnsalhh:remnrﬂer’splny Trevor Peacock as a humane
but the production articulates | but politically impotent Petey.
1( with stunning clarity. Fora | And Tom Piper’s illuminating
Amv;n Lesser's Stanley is | set rf.-dm::s us '.'h:t 10:12
nm simpl spineless vic- | seaside boarding-house is sur-
but — exactly like Josef K | rounded by the winking lights
The Trial — a figure com- ofmmadothers In the end,
pounded of arrogance, paranoia dm( is premsely what makes
and uns) guilt. Snarling, Birthday Party sucha
furtive and unshaven, Lesser grra!. disturbing play: the sug-
visibly enjoys making Meg's gestion that the power play Pin-
skin crawl. Tt s a starilin) ter so graphically depiets is an

Lesser’s bottled vage and vio-

lence only makes his final
transformation into a mn!e.

Mad( sulted Ensu:[er all th

re shocking,
™ Bob Pock redefines Goldberg

infinitely exl.em!abln metaphor
for domestic, soclal and politi-
cal relationships the wnrlﬂ
over.

In rep &t the Lytietton, National |

Theatre, London SE1 (box-office
071-928 2252).

Tower ofterror ... . Bob Peck as Goldberg (righty and Nicholas Woodeson & McGanm sewieria sumen
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