News

by Dlancestry’

The Guardian (London, Greater London, England) -

Michael Billington

A farce about Freud? Terry Jobnson’s Hysleria marries
thealrical audacity to real insight— “a great achievement

Farce proves the
surreal thing

Slmund? On one Sevel. 1 suspect

manding admif
Freud's attention she sheds all
her clothes and has to be popped
in the closet out of sight of
Freud’s Inguisitive visitors:
Abraham Yahuda, the biblical
scholar who wants n‘)’ stop Frend

TERI\‘{J HNSON is noth-
inj ﬁno?dlﬂnlN.m?.nﬂw

ous ide.

as.
We are in Freud's Hampstead

!smdy in 1838, The old man has

)
real, fantastic version of the Ben
'g:vers prototype. A

oung girl
its on the French w!;nduws de-
ttance. To gain

-] arity in the unu]uly con
frontation of Dali and Freud. He
bullds superbly on a true incident

in which the dered surreal-
lsl found a bike with a hot-water
batile attached to the saddle in
's backyard. Johnson even

IRges to incorporate the ana-
lyst's awestruck reactjon to the
moustachioed painter: “I've
never seen a more complelz ex-
ample of a §j d.”

But like Eric Bentley, Johnson
also sees that farce, with its ob-

s

child abuse in favour of the uni-
versality of fantasy.

‘The latter attack is clearly
based on Jeffrey Mousaieff
Masson’s The Assault on Truth.

t it is only fair to say that
Masson's charges have been
rebutted by Richard Wollheim
and others, and that, in purely
dramatic terms, the accusation
that Freud backtracked out of
fear of the Viennese bourgeolsie
and the skeletons lurking in his
own parental closet is not made
to stick.

But this in no way invalidates
the sheer theatrical audacity of a
play that incorporates authentic
pain into a farcical rmmawork.

or that finally renders Freud's
rears in Daliesque terms — clocks
melt, doors tura to rubber, a
swan descends from the celling,
al‘.rhuch Ul\'c era

Phyllida Lloyd's pmducﬂnn
and Mark Thompson's design rise
superbly to Johnson's extrava-
gant demands. And there are
remarkable performances from

its

of subconsclous !enrs, and Its de-
struction of the household gods,
is an essentially Freudian
entertainment.

So far, so dazzling. But John;on

has a serious purpose

slyly hints that we are wal g
the death-fixated Freud's guilt-
ridden dream. Jessica, the noc-
turnal visitor, turns out to be the
daughter of one of Freud’s 1,897
female patients. Her charge Is
1d turned a soi-

HENRIETTA BUTLER

[0ses ant
ism, and Salyador Dali who
like the

‘manifest.
But why a farce about the great

seems
myth of Narcissus made

that Fre
cidal hysteﬂc into ha‘ successfal

gullty
abandoning his uleurl!s about

enry. as & harrassed,
death-haunted Freud, Phoebe Ni-
cholls as an anguished Jessica re-
living her mother’s nightmare,
David de Keyser as the mosa-
ically-protective Yahuda and Tim
Potter as a fanatically self-admir-
ing Dall.

But Johnson's great at:hleve—
ment is that he has not o
npened up the whole dehate about
Freud's theories on infantile

but has also

to combine dramatic md trau-
matic values.

At the Royal Court, London SW1,
(071-730 1745)
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