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HE National Theatre

Beast aml Virtue being given

sion by Charles Wood. The
play xmgges's Feydeau re-

ly an ironic moral-
isr am:l. nt a time when we
havt seen some blunderbus

its on farce, Willlam

Gnskl.ll s production is a
model example of how to
handle the genre.

Like a ot of early Piran-
dello, the play deals
marrisge and adultery: it
puts, however, a asavaga spin

on a familiar theme. Paolino,
alrenzied private i tulur, dis-
cavers that his married

ious se:
farer with A woman in every
‘port, denies hiB wife sex on
ms one-night visits home.
Paolino’s solution is to turn.
up nl: the Perellas’ dinner-

tabl Ml Wi.tll an aphm—
disiac ch

signed w dnve lhe c-pum
into his wife’s bed and thus

in the Cottesloe in a new ver- | the masks

preserve her spotless reputa-

Ynu could, if you wanted
get heavy, se¢ the whole p]ay
as 3 Pirandellian essay on
lety l‘omes us
0 adopt, The viriiol
finds herself being lnzrally
EXO! and bedizened

ally, the genre deals with the
destruction of the household-
gods: Pirandello shows the
Indlcrous lengths we go to in
ﬂ rder t;;m‘ese v emc-
ity of tom au ‘marriage.
reminded of Eric Bentn

ley 's comment

with Shaw and Wilde, heis
one of the three great wits of
the nwdera stage.

illiam Gagkill's produe-

unn, the best he has done in
years, seizes wn the idea that

this 15 a commedia story
about the hushand, the wife

Michael Billington hails a dazzling Pirandello with some performances to match

The frenzied faces of Eve

and the luver pushed to ab-
surd extremes. Annie
Smart’s dﬂms burst wlth
bright, primary colours
an Italianate Versinn
of Mabel Lucie Attwell, And
18

ith a spoon, But the key to
ice Lies in

swm emuunanl
Accused by ndncmrchum of

ﬁonbdorewmmgu
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Limply apologetic. “We didn’t
intend to." 1 suggest a Fey-
deau season be mounts
forthwith si Mr Evi
Marion Bailey as the wnfe
wittily eo;ll&ines virtue per-

aml ahe Iend.s just c.he rsgm
to the scene wl

cilgecﬁ ey passion. In ¢
e e an idea
osough faee. Tho bt

Billington on Man Beast
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