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Gill's production
f Juno and the Pay-
cock at the Lyttelton is
acool, clear and by no

means unenjoyable version of
(’Casey’s great tragi-comedy.
What it 1acks can be very sim-
ply stated: the sound oi‘ au-
thentic Irish voices in some of
the major roles and a set that
exudes the decaying seediness
of a Dublin tenement in 1922.

The latter is crucial. North
Dublin in O’Casey’s ime had a.
higher death-rate from disease
than Calcutta and 20,000 fam-
ilies lived in one-room apart-
ments. This was the key to the
Dublin Gate Th Tece

chairs. It was not plcturesa

. It was no! ue
squalor but a reminder of how
dg?rlvadon destroys personal
values,

Deirdre Clancy’s set at the
lwﬁalwnladtsthautle sense of an

ruinous poverty as it is a hu-
manist lament over internecine
violence.

It is a great play precisely
because it shows the characters

the same way as
Boyles' home Is denuded of PoS-
sessions. Jack Boyle, the strut-
, loses the inheri-

him in parasitic clover; his
wife, Juno, loses her son to the
fevered cause of Irish National-
ism; and her impregnated

daushter. Mary, loses her de-

admirer once she is no
lnnmer a symbol of pure Catho-
lic womanhood.

streels. ut, amongst the key
performers, only Tom Hickey’s

masterly Joxer Daly exudes an

Irishness.

givesusa fumvei:lxnﬂgerl-m'
B rugging figu 0bo’

tailed coat and hobnail boots,

But instead of wm‘oxer in

scuttling charm, ckey
reminds us that he epitomises
mendacity, disloyalty and

This is a Dublin Autolycus
stuffing bread into his pocket
and money in a filthy
kerchief; and there is a malevo-
lent glee about the way he
urges Mrs 10 re-pos-
sess the Boyles’ gramophone.
When Mr Hickey goes off- stage
you feel he exits not into
wings but into real life.

Abcut the other major perfor-

neu-

my feelings are

h'al. Tony Haygarth’s Jack
Boyle, with Popeye sailor-pipe
stuck jauntily in his mouth,
captures the character’s swag-
genng fecklessness. But Mr

aygarth is too much '.he love-
able drunk and too Littl
cruel father and husband

Tom Hickey as Joxer Daly

when, for instance, he

his daughter’s book i secmms

momentary flash of angel

ra'.heramarkofhlspeﬂy. igno-

rant destructiveness.
Linda Bassett as Juno has the

;ight suggmﬂan of over bur-

lened

kettle on Lhe hob she makes

tears up

mld‘ast or puts the 3

nal Xove" I m!.ss the iercing
sense that she pea!dns fora
generadon of Irish mothers.
‘The Boyle family, with the
exception of Linus Roache’s
haggard Johnny, seem od
incuing o
clu ul
Mrs

Cartwright’s des)
smtm-. that breathe \‘.he spirlt of
blin. The resultisa m'oduc-

thh good
shall not fnrget the way the
sit transfixed

ﬁ'unl of '.he horn gramupho
asif mesmensed by 1ts now.lty)

ﬁ:fundane texture of everyday
€.
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THEATRE: Michael Bllllngloli‘dn a stréngely un-irish Juno And
The Paycock at the National and Tennessee Williams in Brighton

Tragedy in a Dublin
that never was
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