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Michael Blllmgton welcomes Davnd Hare’s profound com mentary

i
asa

matist is for relat-
‘ing prlvate despair

to the p
world. But h!.s antomshing new
:ﬂay at the Lyttelton, The
Secret Rapture, touches pro-
f chords than

he has written before, It is
partly about the corrosive ef
fect of the Thatcherite ethos on
deu:lan reIatilomhipS' b{lt g} a
per, quasi-religious
(and the title refers to a nun's
union with Christ} it is about
pain, martyrdom and the idea
of fulfilment through death.
The framework is clear even
if the final mi
ingly elusive, Two sisters are
brought together by the death
of their father, a Gloucester-

r (who seems, .
muldenmlly to have lived in an
incredibly baronial mansion).
Marlon isa junlor 'l‘ory Minis-

gent, but hd;i‘x? {é’ﬁe"i'

B any
empathy. Isobel is part nfa
smllmy design
seems to have mhm d her fa-
ther's humanist tolerance and
mﬁ;nggs;,chable pre-Eighties

‘Two events trigger the dra-
matic crisis. One is the sisters’
attempt to solve the problem of

what to do with their step-
mother, Katherine: a young al-
coholic wrecker whom their

' father had married late in life.

Isobel is persuaded to give her
a job in her firm with foreseea-
bly disastrous consequences.
" The other key event is the

takeover of the firmby
Marion’s husband, the Presi-
dent of Christians in Business,
which leads to rapid expansion
and the ultimate ruination of a

mildly thriving cottag
try. But m:itﬁng that is really
destroyed,

by a combi
- the anarchic stepmother and

capitalism, is Isobel's
Irwin.

separate and
human values: that xfym live
in a society that
greed, worships muney amlex-
cuses mendacity, it is bound to
affect relationships.
But althuugh ‘Hare is a moral-

ist, he b clever enough to see - | affair.
that

the pay-off is

ion and inco! raﬁnn ltills ine Bnansh
pansi mﬂ” Sup)

off something

As a portrait of our times. the
play is lethal,
witty. I know of no wm’k that
pins down so well the two-di-
mensionality of Thatcherism:
the combination of sllm'p intel-
o v e
low Hare's whenit -
comes to the subject of human

Thro Marionm

and her proselytising hu: ,
he shows the impossibilty of -

lm! never really clear what she rep-

tou

Jlll Bukm- as hohel
yourself against
agony and keeping family for
weekends; and through Irwin,
Hare depicts, with aching real-
ism, the sense of emptiness that
accompanies a bro_kep love
The problem for me is the
i S
in the programme he
to buck a trend
heroine rather thanby mr
maligned villain. But 1 was

nsenhed,noessheembodya

to celebrate the idea of Isobel as
a secular bride of Christ.
. Jill Baker plays her very well

‘on modern Britainin The Secret Rapture atthe Natlonal

e Mic

C:

as one of those women who
measures everyone against the
high standards of integrity they
demand of themselves. But
there is a dead giveaway when
she says that you wouldn't
think, to look at her, that she
ever had a'sense of fun; the_
truth is you wouldn’t and that
is because Hare has
show that virtue can bring joy.
The other actors have an eas-

| ier row to hoe. Penelope Wilton

is superb as Marion whom she
endows with a crisp, laundered
sexiness and smug smiles of
self-satisfaction at having made
mincemeat of a delegation of
Greens. Paul Shelley as her
Christian husband, given to
baptismal immersions in his

swimming pool, is all-scrubbed

certainty. There is also excel-
lent work from Mick Ford as
the emotionally devastated
foem Clargl ins as the al-

e stepmother embodying
eacny of e ook e frotn

5 ve

Arkie Whiteley as a silky young

predator. : .

Howard Davies, after his
work ou Williams and Bouci-
cault, caps a magnificent year
at the Naﬁona.l witha prorluc-
tion that combines irony
heart even if John Guntersde-
signs, with their panelled walls
and vast gardens, romanticise
Gloucestershire bookselling.
But, greatly.as I admire Hare's

ruthlessanalysis of the amoral-
ity of modern Britain, I ques-
tion his transcendental as-
sumption that goodness can-
only triumph through death.
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