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‘A walling deception: Alan Bennet as Blunt ~PHOTOGRAPH: DDUGLAS JFFERY

Michael Billington hails the new Bennett double bill

Art of spying

SUPPOSE Alan Benntts | ascst ol oftho Thiries | i il hade tenative but
a smal

ton will go down in hi i
y 1o wor

preser Wit Blont sooks i tiarpret | St poscao
o gt c\m‘ucler But | wo Tian pulmmgx Bermett | ters about the gallery mu
the real fascination of suggest that  pcturecanot | ing, “This rosebow! was
pisteatiy ey N e it erea vl
hestons our accepied notions | sual Tdale st as Bant ot
f trea ,in different
ways, makes a sympathetic lay, however Lakes off | the M
case both for Guy Burgess and cmmuny e i Bome. |t Caona Sopears as Guy
Anthony Blunt soane Whero Bluntcomes face | Burgos n Benet's own pro-

"A Question of Attribution is | to face with the Queen. Lest | auction of An Englishmar

mch e welghler and more | anyone ks ‘nlssmacksor | Abroad,a rovised vmmnnrm
he part of the _ | early Eighties TV play. It

e ot huns s | Kot st ond Shoul . | S1oLhoE, oy ACGAMTLoF

friple roleas Surveyor of the ' | that HM actualiy comes across | the pathos of exile, showi

Qucan' pcures nfematonsl | 2 canny operator o sives | Coral Brotmo iting n Bur.
ommunist | Blunt @ much gtickier tme | gess's scrufy pad hslenmg(o
sgy BulBenne'll subtly links | than the man from MI e ack Bichanan records. Ac-
b €

{cal betets by sugecsing .| Queen ssers Bl nif i, | onco cberiedto Peterwngm
justas attribation qussion of the palpably forged | that Burgess was a
e vy | omgbes A Bt BIeat | Hs i 5 s Shenges as o
e tag oF tor " | 9255 s Seaing palme witha | eptoms of the displaced person
dogsithing o sovethe Blunt | handlerchit, you realie that | pining o London terary gos
riddle. But Hennett goes fur. | he knows that the Palace md anew sui
demonstates hat, | Knows trat he himsel i 2 ett’s humane sympathy

i
walking deception who has ‘Burgess comes through but,

ofa
Dilning reveale piten depths, | been mistakenly atributed, el ok transferred from
sothe ering that

the is futi texty

and never.ending. to ralsz, wnh e s | masl espec

wever, are only the | whole series of questions about
main themes of o play hat s | art seshaies and trean

‘multi-layered as the Tiian can- | His own performance as Blint
Vases that ar s focus, Tt b

now s tal, A Que
1 of Adribition raises o

ouna uestionsabout the tea

ing unfat amhwmmh :m

and epi unaﬂe and emerges

Billington on Single Spies

Clipped By:

L]
]

ianlharris
Sun, Feb 23, 2020

Copyright © 2020 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.




	Billington on Single Spies

