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 Michael Billington on a feisty National
Theatre production of Strindberg’s The Father

Battle of
the brains

'T IS over 20 years since
the National Thmre gave
iberg. They

cracking revival of
in the Cottesloe in a feisty new

of

sﬂt yourseu‘a wife — now you
witha
")< d Mr Le-
veaux nnd his designer, Annie
Smart, locate this ancestral sex-
ual battle inside a suitably dis-
torted world.

verslnn by John
ed by David Leveaux in
mllch ﬂlu ‘same style as he did
Easter at Leicester Haymnrket'
that is to say, he goes for in-
tense psychological realism in-
sida a visually Expressionist
framewor]

The Father, wnmn in 18(!7, is
ot a fair play buf
wonderfully dumznted single—
mindedness: as Smndbers him-
self said, it is “a

imsonmg ‘with r:

Springing from the
mck up nstﬂndberg 's own
Siri von Essen and
h!s nscmadnn with hypnotism
and suggestion, it depicts a duel
to the death between an army
mp md ius wn'e, Laura. It
in’s chn—
vmunn that he has to rescue his
daughter from his women-dom-
inated hmlsemh} since she: (s
of securing
me hf But when Laura zas!.s
doubt on his paternity
hints to a doctor that her hus-
band is mad, the captain
es into semnd childish-
ness and famously ends ina
icket lovingly secured by

nurse.
Undenlahly the play is sus-
tained by a crazy, m(svgynls

ura is a cunning
schemer who 1mmpt.s her
‘husband’s letters to
nnnanltlz‘%lcatl sludles nnd who
propels him into

in control of the child But it
u“ﬂrﬂm'l a, no: nmh'ni.rzuuf

not many of us share
ml%\'zlrg 'S (bar of a return to

g the phrases (“lnthe

itly
emerges from a sloping, blood-
red dr?“ YoM hit'gl:‘vmmxl
Clytemnestra (even her bottle-
n dress opens out to reveal

da — hil ﬂtlhlﬁ
T, meanwhile sj
out. of a spoile&, WMIB!;R
hamber like a virgin gazelle.
Even the sound is
ls ‘with the thud of an unseen
fate ly sealing the captain’s
Within this setting the
mannes ‘have total credil

tear ast 3
'he danger with Laura is in
king herSn seem too balefully

n g is
!.ll re? Andan ecumnxlhe
hints that there is
echoingly hollow in her mo-
ment of spemcular trium
Jean Heywood as
old nurse, Colin sunwn as the
tor unwillingly drawn int

was reminded nf Eric Benll!y‘s

remark that yor

great. dramaﬁxts by the quality
which they

of ima

estabush ﬂ:en- awn atmosphere
and create their own world. We

may not susbscribe

Strindberg’s beliefs. It is mpns

sharpening
old days you got married a)

sible, however, not to surren-
der to his power.
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