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Alittle voice has told Michael Coveney that Alison Steadman may be creating a comic monster with the part of man-eating boozer Mari Hoff

FOUR years ago, and quite by
hance, | went on holiday with
Ahson Steadman. T was cl.\eck—

St with my family and
thereshe was,just ahead ofus
in

band, mm "and stage director
Mike Leigh, and their two

sons.
We were all going to.the

same _plac potentially

disastrous ]uxup

brilliant creative coup

the. sunny disposition

eral” good-egginess of Alson
Steadinan, She was, i tran
spired, a fair tennis player, an
impressively  considerate
‘mother and a2 woman of no
pretension or ‘side’ whatso-
ever. In short, and in shorts, a

from most of the

greations. And they come no
n_the sound of

new play, The Rise and Fall of|
Little Voice.
This is her first

stage
appearance since 198

g oA Ry o m=
role for which she remains
best known.
Boltonian widow,
man-eating_boozer whose
Jack-the-lad_ boyfriend. sets

beer between rehearsals,

unfussed actress contesed
felt“lke a race” to gt the play
on. The script was changinj
all the time, but we know Aha\
she thrives on creative ten-
sion. After the demanding,
laboratory style of working
anything

with Mike Leigh,
thrown at her by RNT wun~
derkind director Sam Mendes
must be a doddle, like going
 Grotowski t Frith Ban

Mike Leigh is about to
into purdah for his next film.
He sees off Steadman each
morning from Muswell
ill home with a_cheery,
semi-sarcastic cry of ‘Have a
good day at the Royal
National Theatre, dear’.
few weeks ago, at David
Edgar’s Birmingham Univer-
sity theatre corference, Leigh
bitterly declared _that
would never be invited to

B2

work at the RNT, after com-
mandeering an eiire scssion
to, explain his working i
s P Sroadmn - sat
Sently on the same platforan:
She_eventually piped up,
speaking sensibly. But she is
not given to theory or to brash
statement. She reminds me
that she has only appeared in
six pieces of work directed by
Leigh and that there was a
of 13 years between Abigail’s

Steadman: She deserves the best that comic writers can throw at her. /Photograph: Richard Mildenhall.

Party and the next joint proj-
ect. T would rather work on
stage than anywhere else, And
ke the idea of being the first
person to have 3 go at a play.
o the st 1o play Mars and

45 years ago, the youngest of
three davghers. Father way a
clerical worker. Aged 14, she
foned the Civermal Youtn

Theatre and went to Lor
to join the drama school
attached to Joan Littlewoo
Theare Workshop.
mm: along to do an impro-
ised play. ‘He said we shnuld
have & chst, but we never did,
went off to work in rep
for four years.”
They met again in the Ken
and Tony

Leigh

Loach y Garnett BBC
production heydays . Leigh
teadman’s television

ecte
breakthrough in the BBC
film, Nuts In May. She played
Candice-Marie, a pacifist veg-
cuarin’campes with, incon-
grously refined asy
B penabiy dasae. of
‘accumulative char-
acterisation, she forged her
Pt persana a5 & peecless
Eomedicnne in contemporary,
lower middle-class  regional
ey drama.

As she adamits, you simply

yibrant vuxgamy =xc=p: with
o sheir latest
Slm togethe w.,d i Smet,
she. played Wendy (suoces:
Sively end, then “Wen,
o ﬁnr‘fu ;u‘%mb:‘n hare
e plagued by a
moronic usband (the e
lbent, a regular col-
leagm, by a grotesque, reces-
Festaursteur playe
by Timothy full s
Pl e a2 by i daugh
one an apprentice
plumber, the other a vomiting
anorexic sex
“This thin twin was played

Steadman ‘maternally
teamed once more in Little
oice. Their final scene of

confessional reconciliation in
Life is Sweet we he
most_moving in the  Bri

cinema of late. The rock sulld

green-eyed gaze.
dignified serenity she evi
among all the kidding and

joshing and _strangulated
ca(chphnscs, of whic]
jokin® me’ is the favourite.
These qualities have hardly
the London

joking Apart
(1073), opposité Christopher

Cazenove, but the play did not

Experience’
Handful of Dust (1982), sidling
threateningly through a cloud
of muek og Waugh's Brincess
Jenny. And she was briefly at
the RSC as the object of
°s impious atten-
tions in Tartuffe, and in David
Edgar’s Maydays (1983).
In Richard Eyre’s Royal
Gourt production of - Alan
Bennett’ o’s  Dick
(1588, Srcadman. playea s
gloriously _perfunctory ex-
urse magried to an ingurance
clerk who is mpiling
Tearned articls on the. Coech

i s
Pinning the revi
the sofa, she blithely sym-
pathised_with _his
\Inder«endowmmt, noting en
passant that Scott’ Fitzgerald
had the same paranoia, that

Life 1s getting sweeter for Steadman

W. H. Auden never wore
underpants and ‘(hal
E. M. Forster’s ‘Mr Right'

was an Egyptian truckdriver.
Like Maggie Smith and
Julie Walters, whose star cine-
matic turns she has modestly
supported in A Private Func-
tion and bhxrlly Valentine, she
deserves the best that comic
writers can throw at_her.
Steadman’s instinctive, irrev
erent huffi er perfect SC
timing and vocal techni nique
more than qualify her for the
eat Restoration roles in
ngreve and Wycherley.
They are the test here
ting edge, of her indoubicd
i co ranscend the sight
shrug of girl-next-door
bility. o nice. to0
often, too plessantly sdapt-

nother danger is _that
indisputable stardom will be

Iost in the endless recycling of

Gone to the Dogs, six more ¢
time Essex girl who exacts

The bleaching-out p
short-circuits the pmslblhty
of great acting, and Steadman
spcnds most of her time being

naluml She is
ud zl this, but who cares?
%V want 1o see her in !qu

distillations; don’t bet against
it at the National this week.
“The Rise and Fall of Litele
Voice’ opens at the Royal
National Theatre’s Cottesloe
auditorium this Tuesday and
contines in repertoire.

7-18 July
LONDON COLISEUM
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One of the World's
Moot Vibrant
Ballet Companies

A PESTIVAL OF § BALL!
including GISELLE (with
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OF BLESSED MEHORY
and GALA PERFORMANCE

Roanvas

Michael Coveney Preview's Little Voice

Clipped By:

ianlharris
Sat, Feb 29, 2020

Copyright © 2020 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.




	Michael Coveney Preview's Little Voice

