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Paul Rogers exuding querulous irritation.
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Miller the shrink

Nicholas de Jongh

RTHUR Miller has
bEen busy observing
icks of
m the hazy
porthole of old agae Hls double
bill Danger: Memory!, emerg-
ing from this scrutiny and now
receiving its European pre-
miere at l-mmpslend ‘Theatre,
0Ws up two examples of el
derly minds protecting them-
selves from the pain of clear
and true recall. Miller in his
own words is dramatising pro-
cedure and the moment when
“a buried lay yer Dfexpenence
suddenly surges upw:
flashes news (rom helmv i Ye(
o real dramatic flashes, no

for murder and we are there-

fors to assume that if he
lhe fellow’s name

an
A glib aml phoney “““?"3*

of psychoanalysis is
by a delving detective, each
recollection conveniently in-
spiring another clue to the
's name and credentials.

wo!
daughter making love to a mur-
derer than another woman,
until the father's own account
of his wartime bravery induces
his memory to unearth the
final clues.
But there is no convicing con-
nection between his inability m
remember the crucial name

oown reckless brave)
has been mhente\‘l by his
daughter and that her lesbian-
tom of his

the play is so adorned with con-
stant vignettes of Albert’s dere-
lictions and gux1|s that any di-
ngnasxs is possil

virtually nm}ung at

all. The distant past and the
‘most recent convemuon are
forgotten, far off t But
Miller never reveals whether
these failures are different in
kind, either tacnn? to keep

painful memory at bay or to
avoul present reahty 'l‘hatl real-

ro; 1d friend, Leo, to
moderate the frequency of her
visits to him. And it is a mes-
sage which she seems qmte in-
capable of comprehen

In the space of 40 mznutm the

play manages to be both allu-
sive, desultory and evasive.
Leonora's defective memory
and nonchalant aimlessness

could be either a symptom of
semmy or unhappiness, but
Miller neither explains or

uminates.

Jack Gold’s production, with
Sue PLummer'’s spacious evo-
cation of New England, is ham-
pered by Betsy Blair, looking 22
years too young to be Leonora
and behaving with mlsp]ncecl
sprightliness, while Paul Rog
ers exudes only querulous irri-
tation. In the secnml play, Paul

galnut from bewilderment to
revelatory disgust, while Juhn
Bennett counterpoints tl
emotional dlsplay with elegant
displays of cynicism.
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