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at Stratford

Adrian Noble’s production

the new Stratford season. Now
Part Two has joined the reper-

leap off the fence: this has ma-
tured into a magnificently rich
achievement and marks a radi
new approach to the staging of
Shakes) 's Histories.

Crowley, have adapted a style
that is increasingly common in

Michael Billington

I HEDGED my bets when
of Henry IV Part One opened

tory and, after seeing both plays
ina smgle day, lamlgrepared to

peare’
Mr Noble and his dw.gner. Bob

the opera house: a rejection of
realistic clutter in favour of a
spare, lean neo-Expressionism.
In Part One this takes the form of
a stark visual contrast between
the grey court and the scarlet
stew of Eastcheap. In Part Two, a
very different play, the imptica-
tion is that all England is af-
gll?:ld by a creeping, melancholy
c]
This senste oftx‘:’ahnnal decay is

0 arresting
images. At the end of the East-

ical | cheap tavern scene, with its talk

of mortality, the sleepless, un-
shaven King Henry wanders into
the action, instantly linking the
igh life with the low. And later,
on his expiry, the King is born

Hooray for Henry

out through Shallow's Glouces-
tershire orchard filled with
white-masked bee-keepers who
resemble deaths-heads. If Part
One is about contrasting worlds,
Two reminds us that Eng-
unified by the spectacleul‘
national decline.

But Noble's strength is that he
combines visual stylisation with
psychological realism. Back in
April I found Michael Maloney’s
Hal a rather shadowy figure but
he has now grown into a watch-
ful princeling desperate to pierce
his father's emotional defences.
In Part One he addresses his
famer like a nervous schoolboy

behind his back. Bu!
the great moment of revelation

ny,
“I Shallow. But when Stephens

comes in Part Two when he be-
gins to understand the cost of
kingship: Mr Maloney apostro-

phises the crown as if it were an
enemy “that had before my face
murdered my father” uttering
the last waords wnth a heart-

nching, accusal CTy.
Mr Noble, in fact, makm you
realise that the two plays
be sub-titled, after Turgenev,
Fathers And Sons. If Hal is a son
despemtely seeking a t'at.her, Fal-
staff, in Robert Stephens'
breathtaking performanDE. be-
om;nss a mal.rll in search of abﬁl lial
substitute. He graws super ly .
from the guileful charmer of Part
One into a much more vu:mns,
redatory figure in Part Two;
Slephens unsenhmemally
mmns the sharp-toothed “old
prepared to snap at and
devour his former cro

momentarily breaks down on “If
had a thousand sons”, you real-

ise the old knight is forever
haunted by his childlessness.

Julian Glover’s Henry is the
third side of this mmplu emo-

tional triangle and again there is
a sense of long-range character-
development. Seeing both plays,
you realise that the austere Gor-
donstoun headmaster-figure of
Part One cong aman racked
by paternal and monarchial
guilt: Mr Glover makes it blind-

ly clsntfl that his degfthbtgd

anger at the prospect of a future
England “sick with civil blows"
stems from the realisation that
he is the ultimate cause. He pre-
cisely embodies Auden’s point
that “the body politic of England
catches an infection from its fam-
ily physician.”

Not everything in Part Two is
perfect. The eruption of Pistol

into the tavern becomes an ex-
cuse for some protracted Key-
stone Coppery. But there isa
sense of a complete world on
stage and of a company bats
all the way down.
ley’s Shallow wonderfully com-
bines physical frailf
finicky precision of a bossy local
magistrate. Philip Voss's Lord
Chief Justice is not the usual
stiff-backed prune but a man who
treats Falstaff with the right

usual vig
Tt i ls, incked:bly. 16 yeo.rs since
we saw these twin peaks of [¥

hakegpeare's genius on

ain Stratford stage. In Mr
Nobles fine production they be-
come a deeply moving study of
the inter-action between the de-

manding claims of ki ip and
the mdlssoluhle ties of kinship,
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