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WO stars, said Shake-
speare, keep not their
‘motion in one sphere.
Actually he was wrong. Few
plays that offer two major male
Toles ever fail at the box-office,
And the main attraction of An-
ouilh’s Becket, buoyantly
revived by Elijah M«
Liesin wa'.ching Derek Jacoln
and Robert Lindsay squaring
up to each other as tempera-
mental opposi

Henry II suffered a bad case of
thwarted homosexual love for
his fellow-roisterer, Thomas
Becket. Unable to penetrale his
Saxon-bastard chum’s emo-

and then Archbishop of Canter-
bury. But, once promoted to
holy office, Becket undergoes a
see-change putting the honour

of God befoxe that of his King.
The result is death, martyrdom
and llated re@l remorse.

Anouill’s play has a

:;pnghtlv wit which Jeremy
Sams's cheeky new translation,
is keen, sometimes over-keen,

are gi ple)

“they’ll be forking each other
across the ", But there are
other ?ymw, not least in an in-

dor uwent, when I was
reminded of an Alan Bennett
sketch about a camp ecclesiasti-

The real problem is that
Anouilh sees history largely in
terms of personal emotion.
There is no hint in his loutish

| Michael Biilingtomn on Anouilh’s star-vehicle
which takes a jovial path to sainthood

Becket, the
boulevardier

hooray-Henry of what Trevel-
yan called “a clerkly mind
trained in the 2

of
et’s martyrdom is ultimately
race}’ﬁ:e to h?shxgkabﬂ:ty to
ove. The p) S any genu-
ine moral dilemma in which

have to implement Anouilh’s
somewhat crude outlines.
Demk Jacobi does this excel-

final stony encounter with
Henry, he supplies the internal
conflict only hinted at

atin An-
ouilh’s text.

Henry is the noisier role and
Mr Lindsay plays it with a fine
swaggering elan. He has a tenor
bark somewhat reminiscent of

0'Toole but he cunningly sug-
gests that Henry’s auwcmuc
anger is fuelled by emotional
frustration, There is also strik-

en |ing work from Mark Hadfield

as a murderous monk and from
Andrew Jarvis and Ken Bones

that suggests the Bayeux Tap-
estry in perpetual motion. In
the end it is an evening for

and as much an star-vehicle as
Tennyson’s Becket was for Ir-
ving a century ago.
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