News
by Hfancestry

The Observer (London, Greater London, England) -

28 Jan 1990, Sun - Page 60
Downloaded on Dec 28, 2020

Loving men to

Michael Coveney
applauds a grim but
timely revival.

PUBLIC attitudes _towards
homosexuality, complicated by
the tragedy of the Aids epi-
demic and apparently hostile

wvernment legislation, have
taken such a turn for the worse
that Martin Sherman’s Bent, re-
vived for just 30 performances
by the National Theatre in the
Lyttelton 11 years after its
Royal Court premiere, seems a
necessary play where once it
was merely mawkish and
sensational.

Jan McKellen, reinventing
his original role of Max, 2 Berlin
‘homosexual who survives in so-
ciety, and Dachau, by denying
his true nature in public, mov-

gay’ campaigner, Bent's rallying
cry, however —
and dead than furtive and alive
— is both cruel and hars!

The Nazi persecution of
homosexuals, as of Jews,

lic statements of

vilification, itself a result of the

gust, suggested that all homo-
sexuals were likely to spread the
disease of Aids and were there-
fore incipient murderers?

The leap still to be made is

level, this is now the challenge
of Bent, and the audience’s re-
sponse at the performance I at-
tended was of a shattering
intensity.

We_ squirmed in_revulsion
and disbelief as Max kicked his
Berlin boyfriend to death on the
Dachau-bound train and then
recounted how he violated a
dead adolescent girl in order to
demonstrate heterosexual viril-
ity and save his skin.
ters his pink triangle for a yel-
Jow star: Jews are given meat in
their souy

Vi fellow prisoner Horst
(Michael Cashman), Max is as-
oo i e P et
ble task of lugging heavy stones
from one side of the stage to the
other. In the rest breaks, still
heavily guarded, the couple,
standing _ several feer apart
among the rubble, make physi-
<al love by auto-erotic sugges-
tion. This is known as getting
your rocks off while keeping
your socks on, and it constitutes
the safest safe-sex routine yet
devised under fear of death.

The audience was electrified,
and so, too, ax, who
*comes out’ by impaling Himself

f Doug Lucie’s double thrust of

on the prisort wire after openly
lasping Horst’s corpse, the first
mc he has embraced the man
he loves. The raw, brute fom=
of the  message is theatricaly ir
resistible,

Soatn pule off
difficult feat of
both despicable and pitiable.
ut Sherman’s writing is still
best in the early scenes of do-
mestic cat and mq mouse between
McKellen’s pror ax
and Paul’ Rhy's beauufnlly
hnn live-in lover,
“Jith Rob.

meeting
T ooy gravely regretful,
impeceably _dressed Uncle
Freddie, who arranges alibi
and travel documents while
sueakly ice-
man (Werre not allowed to be
idluﬂs anymore, Direction and
esign, neat an

Em Thathies andt Michaes

Ve nother life, oo, for Stephen
Jeffreys’s Valued Fricnds, re-
vived at Hampstead Theatre a
year ater its premirs on d\e
same stage, and sud
tiod piecs. A Rathul of friandb
s Court are stretched apart
by s e Jeffreys has
written 2 real humdinger of a
social comedy, and Sue Plum-

cism of a_desirable_property,
compounds _the - Chekhovian

This plxy which, along with

Progress and Fashion, is among
the best of the last decade, de-
serves  commercial _success;
Robin _Lefévre’s prodicion
does pot promise any by cas
hnically deficient but
trendily Stermative’ comedians

tress and mumal.\st

il tuck on The Seaoners.
uisa Rix and Michael
Angelis are gratingly recognisa-
ble, though, as rising business-

Glunes, sole survivor from the
first production, as a smooth
property mogul, oily and slick,
advocating routes and boule-
vards through a jungle of

© Revolution:

FOR one night oriy, Bolck Bo-
Tivka treated London to his ex-

rough-hewn, blood-stained
throne (the nasty suspicion was
that these were the traces of a
squashed King) with a scowl
hat looked massacre-proof. ‘Je
mlennuie!” she thundere

Bolek Polivka, a handsome
Czech threatened by limbs that
tend to ftangle, behaved as
though he ha found himself a
host at a huge party he never in-
tended to throw. He translated
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