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Decoz—fox

EATRE
‘The Shaughraun’ and

‘King John’
MICHAEL RATCLIFFE

DION Boucicault’s  The
(NT, Olivier)
with an estate on the

Wutcnuloﬂmhndnbwtwbe Dudley;

sold because l.heymmgowneru
a felon

Except that he’s nol-—a felon,

that is, and he's not in Australia

either, but escaped, landed from
a schooner, bou!

spem:uhr
‘The un’ (say some-
and you’ll

gl:!tn%uclexs fox the right play) is claril

an xnemu well conjured,

peoples it with the
goats while a darkly glmetmg

bold piece of
1874. Boucwlnlt set it in 1868,

lution in time.

All these things are indirectl;
addressed in the play, but Bouci-
cault defines a neutral territory
of patriotism and melodrama
‘where Sij wncty divides not
between Irish and but
between the good and the bad.
Robert the ~ fugitive (Fintan

McKeown); his beloved Arté
(Eve Matheson) and his sis-
ter Claire (Felicity’ Montagu)
are, of mme, among the good.

chela, the lank-haired magis-

trate (Szephen Moore), not only
sent Robert to Australia on false
evidence but plnns to trick the
estate out of the girls.

No fewer than two
stop him one Irish, one Englmh,
which is where Boucicault’s cun-
ning comes in. The ﬁ{n is Conn,

ci
d;  war. (Demgnn-, Sue Blane).

On a square space bare but
ﬁor steel siege — ladders and
lain chairs, Wamner draws an

ly ensemble pufonnnncc of

consistency from which emer,
as many individuals as
uneven wril permits: Susan
En , sple in reasoned grief
mgu as the mntl:er of
Arthur, pretender " to
}’olm’s throne; Robert Deme
ubert transfixed by memories
nf deeds ill done, who chooses
each word as thol his_life
depended -on it; Nicholas Woo-
deson, a wmy, bullish king, cool
in ruthlessness but mo in
remorse; and uthbove all vxd

impatient,  humorous,  big-
hearted. and big-mouthed, this
Bastard spesks well with a
warm, Northernish vome,P hamnd

Rea), 2
fearless, boasting clown prepared
to play decoy-fox to distract the
hunters from ' their man. ' The

cuts a figure of great spirit. nnd
M. Ky mﬂkes a 2 e s

ean debut of some note.
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