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new playtothe ..
National this year. In-
stead he has delivered a first-
rate production of Denms Pot-
ter's 1979'TV hit, B 8
Remembered Hills: me onein
which seven adult actors play.
children in the corrupted Eden
ofa wartime Forest of Dean. As
Potter's most cohesive script, it
transfers naturally to the stage:
Itssecret is that it uses Pot-.
ter’s particular memories of the
summer of 1943 to explore chil-
dren's constant gift for playful-
nessand cruelty. The war
shapes their fantasies, games
and sorrows: Willielives ina
dive bomber's dream world,
bullying Peter is a Mittyesque
parachutist and the despised
Donald executes lonely rituals
invoking the memory ofhis  *
dad, who has been captured by
the Japs, Yet there is also some-
thing strangely timelessand
horribly recognisableabout the
ids’ shifting alliances, about
the boys'. mmpeutxve tension
in the presence of the flirty, .
mothering Angela and Audmy
and about the childrens’ collec-
tive guilt over Donald's even-
tual death. Potter's vlslon. m
contrast to the apocalyp
simism of The Lord nﬂhvz Flm.
seems tostem from lived
experience.
ln general, televnslon play;
— Potter’s included — sound
verbally Lhm when robbed of
the camera's speaking eye. But
Marberand his designer, Rich-
m-d Hudson, solve the problem
magically by creatinga totally
artu‘cml ‘world:a child’s pasm

ATRICK Marbe' ias
scheduled to delivera.

Blyton-ish toy animals, which
offsets the casual crueltieson
display. Marber also wittily
brings the two worlds -~ real
and stagey — into collision by
having Audrey, ina moment of
celebration, bootoneof the
sheep into the distanceand by .
having Peter aima menacing
Pgﬁa! the church spire.
dy Cunneen' sswre,also

very Potterishly, deploys pop-
songs of the period and theac-
tors reinforce the point that the
child is father and mother of
the man. You can deduce their
whole adult futures from Ge-

Horan™s swaggeringly

weak Peter, Steve Coogan’s
dreamily fantasising Willie,
Geraldine Somervd.le‘s bossily
attractive Angelaand Debra
Gillett's affection-craving
Audrey. After the stuttering
start to Kardoke, it is good to be
reminded of Potter at his hesltl "
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