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Savage parade falls out

Th

Michael Coveney
sees the Renaissance
riotously reinvented.

NO PRODUCTION of John
‘White Devil

re

production in my experience
has come closer than Philip
Prowse’s breathtaking_version
at the Royal National Theatre,
his, fourth brush with ¢
unruly masterpiece, and ‘the
most thoroughly achieved.

The National under Richard
Eyre has
masterpiecesbefor ne
Ui Pty She's A Whore and The
Ghanglin. Thefistwas decet

dull, rather like the English

{ons the scoid was somehow on
loa a gallery, overtly
reekmgof(.‘wya

scape. - Act
pinned on to it the whole prin-
B s geared to the revelution

of the actor in a revitalised con-
text appropriate tothe play.

“The vast Olivier sige may
uggest the arhi ‘may-
hem, surrounding the lengthy
o of St Peter’s in Rome.

sacristans) is literally propelled

Tetects"and ‘wbsorbe the O
vier's dimensions. A hug
golden_giobe hangs. threaten..
ingly above and els tol sol-
emnly in the distance; actors
weail liturgically like penitent
sinners and bnrknndwhmp like
untrained do

"The Renlgsancs ascendan
is sepresnted by Denis ‘Quil-
ley’s swaggering Br:
Eleanor - Bron's elepn!ly
ironged labells, and the o
ously_silken of Tri
tromn Jellinek: (oravely seplaciog
Robert_Eddison at_the. last
gasp). This smug conspiracy is
Jolted from within by a brazen
black underclss, totems of the
mongrel mass

The. trigger is Brachianc's
lust for Vittoria, whose casual,
lissom semunllly i the hallmark

of Josette Simon's powerful and
ravishing performance. The
shuffling intelligencer,
T. P McRenna's _acid-vo

blank Flor-
ence, b gndm o explats both

:unng Vittoria

Corom-
bunﬂ and her r.mdy as black,

arifyng the
socal colisions of the play and
suggesting alternative cultural,
sexualand morgl imperttives.
The agent of lust; employed
by the Duke, is Vittori Fh
brother Flamineo: the e
dinary Dhobi Opsrei, s tallind
floppy-limbed as 2 Harlem
Globetrotter, and accused by

na m:, and fully mh:lmed,
dynamism. Broken black tombs
surround the arena, a
baroque chapel stands nbnve
two altars. The beautif -
(umes—w\l will see nune bet-
er this year — are of black and
gnld silks, witha gnh of eccles-
iastical scarlet, the whole savage

parade _exquisitely lit by
Prowse's regular collaborator,
Gerry Jenkit

The " baniahed Lodovico

some of g
bite and bark, is _surely
emhodymg an mstmck for evil

m that of the stock

S M
His' mother, _Cornelia
(superbly played by Claire
dict), expresses disapproval
we are poor
Shall we e vicous” Frowse
and his cist avoid
wl nn(((;lx‘nke ‘Webster's horror

ly- real. The visions

Pope, the murders and the
SEmauics The nterval taken

und V'lmm': escape

!)lz
so n of whores and wnvem:e

Prowse and Simon convey

it
i the play, bt aleo s complex
‘Simon’s proud Vit-
ﬂw ‘one of these i
ties. She paints a compelling,
socously tagie porthat it
wnxummnldy intelligent and
rewarding ymd\lcb\m
Tenore all health” warnings: 1
advise you to risk seeing it.

major
q taker (revived in
. pmdu:non by the author at
the Theatr), | have
T nations
with Leo it
Mitchell, Norman Beaton and
West
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Themmennanms hopeless plmn‘hlhlg‘nluﬂl,.

iy come v with . f1s written about

new shoes; a Scotch gm bi;

in The Fi
at the Croydon Wnehmlu lnd wn at
his 1y-Anderson len-by ‘two,
has lovingly confused the well:= lan seasons
structured but repetitious and . The Comedy onimm (on the

after him; his o

icup. David William, our.
new.man in Ontari
——

the pube events of Visto

arraignment, the election of a

(Rupert Frazer, violated
procession ~of _black~ cowled

Pleasence purrs like a Celtic
Winltar Cahriel. bis v

" massage parlour.
s
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