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ARTIN McDONAGH
proves himself a
master of the art of
inciting cruel laugh-

ter with The Cripple of

Tnishm i

to amuse an audiénce
by putting some deprived
ture up for humiliation

Comedy with
a cruel edge

ind m come-
dy, following fast and funny
upon uty of
Leenane, which won him
1996's Evening Standard
Most Promising Playwright
award, lacks the compassion
or the conviction ofthe first.
It may be set in 1% on an
island off the Irish coast, but
its unlovely heart is lodged
in 19905 London.

course there are miti-
gating theatrical circum-
stances. McDonagh knows
his bouncy, bawdy Irish
‘humour exerts a firm, cyni-
cal hold. Nicholas Hytner's
suspenseful, beautifully

iction and Bol

o

rowley’s settings convey a
sense of a cutoff rural
munity wi ping, pr

favourite_pursuits. And a
braw] between a goose and a
cat rates as news. No won-
der Billy, an 18year-old with
crippled arm and leg, but

played off against the icy
decorum of Dearbhla
lloy's Ei

adore. McDonagh's cruel

irogynous
and sharp turn of mind, sim-
ply does not justify the

mind,
dreams of escaping to act in
Hollywood, when Robert
filins on the island.

The play follows the the-

untry shop — whicl
Crowley places in the
oppressive k

futter_anxiously around
like agitated butterflies:

‘him. His air of of plucky dog-
gedness 1s instantly
appealing

3o when Billy serves as
target for the scorn

loes
characters who dispatch it
Endeari eccentrics

ing, Iri!
— Ray McBride's chronic
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