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ALPH FIENNES stood

S Dery Il prviction
ly heavy-] production by
Jonathan Kent, fell several feet away

from triumph.
The s, the a rousing anti-
dote myﬂmu mm tell

thntlvmovlsmexwpﬂonmthe
usual Chekhov rule. He
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=== Fiennes

Most of the characters

hunters, anti-Semites,

hangers on —
lack the saving Chekhovian
grace of rueful self-mockery.
They are exuberant and
absurd — far from adorable.

Kent's production,

though, does not take a very
critical view of any of them.
‘And there’s no strong sense
of atmosphere or detail. The

satirical points are bluntly
3 as
Zinaida, the fanaticall

=52 of triumph TS

Designer Tobias Hoheisel
ﬁegg‘mmmmnpmfxdpdmm
dre ﬂ;zhd. t-sheeted

awing rooms with dust-sheef
chandl:lgmum pictures. The lighting

is so sombre are hard to
ueﬂﬂcnnu{:mmm his prime

, his eyes.
!wnov h the regional councillor
/ho married Harriet Walter’s bleakly
Jewish.

succumbing to
the council chairman’s 20-year-old
dau Sasha — ‘& bland Justine

This is not an everyday story of cor-
ruption, since the cash-strapped
Ivanov’s mind is on hrc%er

. a developed
capacity for masochistic self-abuse. A

by Nicholas de Jongh

Ivanov *

‘moustached hang-dog Fiennes varies
his character’s repertoire of com-
plaints sounds an emo-

fury.
response Miss Walter’s Anna,who

and Waddell as Sasha
lays on the pain with a heavy touch,
and m“am%
's Ice
the ly muted. His
not got quite enough vul-
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