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Patrick Marber’s done it again. The former comic has
another great play in Closer, says Michael Billington

Stand-up guy

The triumph

you begin to understand why Mar-
Ber seeims tobe say ing tha, while
‘we pride ourselves on being cool

They are man
and while we have

drama. But they arealso | commodified sex, we are as
icky to write about up as ever. In particular.
Asthedramatisthero | men and women, however honest

laments in Stoppard's
Thing. “Loving and being loved is

they try to be, remain out of synch.
Marber makes his point through

| snapper named Anna and is smit
ten. Initially spurned. he gets his
revenge by setting upa blind date.

| via the Internet. between

| and the surgeon Larry. who briefl
examined Alice after her accident

unwittingly forged a real alliance
\ Whatfollows is a crazy sexual

gesting she fakes two imes outof
three. Later she descrit
women disclose al helr past mo-

juggernaut arrives with their
luggage — it got held up.

r takes no sides or prison-
ersin this candid, scathing, very
modern view of the sex war. At
different times, he suggests, we are
all predators and victims. But,

ugh he shows men and
women behaving equally badly. he
almost inevitably writes better
about male torment. The most
romantic character is Alice, the
tough cookie who. we discover. has
invented herself. The most com:
plex is Larry. the working-class
surgeon who gets to earn a fortune
in private practice and whose pain
IS tangible, We see him groveiling

Unhappy couple .. Walker
Rl and Che Gwen (Dany
PHOTOGRAPH HUGO GLENOINNING.

wider issues, as when Larry
reveals that his new nurse-lover
refuses to go to bed with him
unless he abandons private prac-
tice, f the play seems  bit her.
metic. it is because Marber only
fleetingly relates sex to society.

tor of his own work. As in Dealer's
Choice, he casts excellently Liza
Walker, as Alice. has exactly the
right mix of orphaned solitude
and street-wise smartness: “Men, "
she sardonically say:
who looks like a boy Not wholly
true, as shown by Sally Dexter's
voluptuous, classy Anna

The men are equallv snarply
contrasted. Clive 'sDan hasa
boyish nelulessnm that is fatally

ice in
the sex cluband, in an even better
scene set in his office. torn between

unli(emry. It
in banality and lust.” But Patrick
Marber gets round the problem in
Closer at the Coltesloe by dwelling
as much on agony and deceit ason
the lineaments of gratified desire.
‘The result is that relatively rare

dentally converge. Dan, who writes |

ror
street crash; on a bench ina Lon

thing,
Inh

| constantly sway p:d I).ln hasan
| affair with the newly married
Anna. while the bereft Larry seeks
hisrevenge via Alice.now working
ina posh, hands-off West End sex
:lub But what Marber conveys.
hrough all the jumps in time and
J bed-hopping. is the ext

filled f
work, Dealer' . Marber they fall inlove. | nary physical and emotional gulf
showed usa groupof malesad: | Buta year or soon. Dan. whohas | betwsen menand women. ~You
sacks who use wel, goes | don't make me come.

o reaitte: Rner sacimg Clome. | tove Photographed by a sexy | sharply tells Dan. at one point sug

ity as he con
fronts the no less desperate Dan

while Ciaran
Hinds's Larry isan outwardly
tough, upwardly mobile bruiser
whose macho bullishness is
secretly scorned by his lovers. It's

Marber writes well.
B sitice il U averses similar ter
ritory, it'sdifficult not to compare
his play with David Hare's Sky.
light. seen in the same venu.
What Marber lacks as yet is Hare's
abiliytoseesex in3 broader con
rere’s no equivalent here to
Kyrats great specch in Skytht
about the “right wing fuckers
Thereare just occasional hints of

awellacted, hig!

that touches on identi
. truth and illusion. But what
lingers is Marber's sense that,
however much they couple or
fraternise. men and women
remain forever trapped inside
their own skins.

inrepatthe Cottesioe. London SET
1 (0171-9282252); booking tll August 23.
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