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ON A tiered stage draped
with. ' chiffon, a miniature
orchestra begins tuning up. On
nne side sits the classical ele-
a demure female string
sectmn, on the other a brass
section who seem fo have
wandered in from a Sixties
soul review. Seedily elegant,
familiar, but impossible to
place in time, it laoks like a
scene -from Hollywood
musical set in a nightclub in
the ‘sky. Then the orchestra
launches into a Broadway
style medley, 2 creamy voice
ammuces «- Ladies and Gentle-
en—ABC! " and an audience
full of raucous Edinburgh
teenagers rises to its feet,

“We always wanted to
make a spectacle of our-
selves,” explains ABC's
singer and lyricist Martin

ry, With 16 penple on stage
it is an inordtmtely !xPem
sive show for a group
their first major tour. ABC
are riding on the strength of
a No, 1 album, Lexicon of
Love, and on a trend towards
old-fashioned  showbusiness
values that began two years
ago with Adam Ant.

ABC’s front man, Martin
Fry, dresses in lurex dinner
jackets or gold damé, and
presents the image of a
Jaded Jounge lizard with a
broken heart, Offstage in an
Edinburgh hotel room Fry is
a friendly, gangllng. scrupu-
lously:  polite 24-year-ol
graduate from Sheffield Um
versity.

ABC's line-up, with Martin Fry sec ond from left. Picture by Paul Coz
Mary Harron describes the hit group, ABC’s recipe for success, reverting to a clean image

Sophistication to the last letter

He met the other ABB
founder-members, Ma
White and Stephen Smglelon.
in an _obscure electronic out-
fit called Vice Versa. He was
editing a fanzine called
Modern Drugs — dedicated
to the theory that music
could serve as a modern
drug. They dropped the elec-
tronic principle when. they
decided it was better to get a
real drummer than to try
to reproduce a drum sound
on faulty equipment, and
added David Palmer
In Sheffield they developed
a cult following and a mar-
ket strategy, issuing *mani-
1estus o theh' fam “ABC
sents . . ect for in-
bu lt vbsulunence and inbuilt
adolescence A technicolour
High-tech, lnw lech and
ﬂlscomequv Respect for' the
single, Bavnluuou happen at
45. rpm.” ABC, and F l
particular, are an
source of , witty but vlcant
cm:l.phraul, ’Ihe hngunga

radlcnl dlnce !ac!lon. a
democratic dance parly” —
was used for style not con-
tent; ABC probably have a
less radical eﬁect on ‘society
than the Archies - singing
Sugar Sugar. The key phrase
+“ We're ‘tired of matt and
mlo gloss,” reflecting a com-
mitment to immaculate pro-
duction, _elegant packaging
and showbusiness sheen.
By the summer of 1981
ABC were roped in with the

“white_funk” ‘movement, a-
label which ignored a range
stretching from

fluence_of David Bowie and
Bryan Ferry e

“It's not like Madame Tus-
saud’s_ waxwork emly um, 2
says Fry defensive “1
not.our job to duplicate lhe
past for nmostalgia’s sake.
We're less reverent ‘to our
sogr‘ces and - kick "em around

and' 2’ name calculated to
raise howls of ‘laughter -on
any dance floor; and pro-
duced -Dollar, theén classified
as Woolworth's pop. The re-
lationship worked to - their
mutual - advantage. As Fry
mﬂ it, “ We said ‘ Make us a
record, Trevor, an
we’ll make you fashionable.’ ™
“We wanted to make use
of some of the corniest show-
business maxims, _because

* there is-truth: in them—in

the idea of value for money,

me idea of professionalism.”
And. that is the great irony

ol ABC. British. pop music

ﬁnn as a step-child of Bri.
tish showbusiness, as young
rockers dutifully played their
part in Christmas pantos and
Royal Variety performances.
Even so the trade papers
were full of protests wonder-
ing what had happened to
showbusiness, to trathtion. to

professionalism, Tw nty
years on, after pop hag
broken away

through every possible per-
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