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Room with
a gloomy
view of
marriage
on the
rocks

HE walks on wearing

bags of sex appeal —

dressed ina

‘mournful black coat

-nd nutchlnz gloves
—sf

looking
femme for whom r-ume is
the natural a

Youthfu!

absﬂnntely clung to Miss

', who descs
herself'as "l sort of elderly
girl” and ar
men have mmered like
dazed moths, ought,
therefore, to be suitably
hers. But no. Miss Christie
cannot rescue this play
from its glum wallowing in

Pictur
Grip of passion: Christie as “one of the most deceived wives”

and still adores.
Duras never nmken this

drama. Lindy Davies’
o
trails a mood of chronic
wistfulness. She fashions

Engels’s design for this
expensive retreat looks
rather cut-price, with just
a painted back-cloth to
suggest the sea and rocks.
In the winter light the
atmosphere is grey, though
Suzanna manfully tries to
lighten it. “I'm one of the
‘most deceived wives in St
Tropez”, she nonchalantly
tells the estate agent —
alluding to the fact that
she’s trapped in a marriage
which her rich husband
has left open wide to a
variety of mistresses. You
might think her smitten

play t Mnrgueme
te Suzanna
A.ndler. (s nn( t.he kind of
pla; ht whose work
you would expect to find
thrust in front of the
elderly, conservative
Chichester audien
Her cryptic plays avoid
‘the smack of action
and their air of desolation
is quite at odds with
Chichester’s love of happy
endings. Duras instead
rds the emotional
states of fraught womenin  young journalist amour
the grip of passions o1 (Michel) — “I love you
emotions they scarcely Suzanna, it's killing me”
understand. s a useful revenge
Here, the ‘middle- aged for her husband’s
uzanna is viewed through  defections. But for
the course of one wi Suzanna this is just an
day in adultery of
mansion, which she may ‘whose motions and
rent for her children’s eemotions she suffers with
summer holiday. Johan very small pleasure.

HERE are, though,
just occasional signs
of distress piercing
the calm facade.

Suzanna’s talks with

Michel, whom Aden Gillet

plays as a lurchin

Ti-at-case lover, the

telephone call from her

spouse, and a conversation
with Julie LeGrand’s
impressive Monigue who
was once her husband’s
lover, lead tows

tentative conclusion: that

Suzanna simply longs to be

with the man she married

with people whn sit

und, airing
lllllmate I‘eelmgs as if they
were clo
Miss Christie, Who
charmingly has something

strike a false or histrionic
note: only the restless
hands and eyes suggests
profound un

She preserves the
impassive calm
sinking ship on whlch all
hands have agreed to
quietly down: That's just
how some suicidal people
do behave. But her role is
emotionally monotonous
and she finds no way of
givlng It interesting depth

lfnnly she had played
Chekhov’s

Arkadina or lhscn 's Lady
from the Sea instead.

Ratings: No stars — adm]:mle
200, ok VeTY g
*okk nursmndxm;, x poor
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