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seemed so playful or
emoyable This brace

of new plays from Caryl
Churchlll, accesslbly
lirected by Max Stafford-
Clark for Out of Joint and

ELDOM has theatrical
experimentation

logue. Such explorations are
usually arid, navel-gazing
affairs, but in Blue Heart
Churchill has the wisdom to
be witty. Although her dra-
matic innovations do little
‘more than prove an intellec-
tual point, they are fun to
watch.

bld draw provides two
3eauty and the Baas( atthe
tre with a bottle of

the interval. The wlnnlng

100286
raw provides two tickets to
Demon ot the Playhouse
inning number is:-
19

ickets ring Kim Smith on
before Tuesday.

e Club, return the coupon.
‘membership enclose a
payable to Evening

ing Theatre Club members
rst year's Gold Card

Fine ensemble: Valerie Lilley, Mary Macleod and Jason Watkins in Blue Heart

The art of talking nonsense

Blue Heart %
Traverse Theatre,
Edinburgh

NICK CURTIS

In the first play, Heart's

replayed with bizarre alter-
ations. The arguments
between Valerie Lilley and
Bernard Gallagher
vary in intensity
and content. In
one version they
speak only the
beginnings of
their lines, in

although arguably no more
profound. Derek (Jason
Watkins) presents himself to
five women as the son they
gave up for adoption, a weird
hobby which soon mutates
into a cynical con and a
sadistic psychologlcal game

end, lines ll.ke "Bl blketb b
b excuse?” are common.
Thus she demonstrates that
the emotional consistency of
a story need not be
affected by dialogue
which becomes
steadily nonsensical.

Thanks to Stafford-
Clark’s fine, wry
ensemble, we are

another just the EDINBURGH  coaxed e

ends. A couple of

times, the daugh-

ter actually arrives, but on
other occasions the visitors
turn out to be a gang of ram-
paging children, an ostrich, a
Nazi demanding papers, and
a pair of SAS men who gun
down everybody in the hvmg
room. The acti

befits a play w}uch suggests
the multifarious directions a
story may take and the ease
with which theatrical nor-
mality can be turned on its

e
The second play, Blue Ket:
tle, is more sophisticated

our complacent
expectations with good
humour. I doubt that
Churchill wrote these plays
for any other reason than to
prove that she could.
she’s proved that, and even if
her experiment is just alg

pleasure for audlences. and
?ot Just an indulgence of per-
formers.

Traverse Theatre box o) tce
0131 228 1404. Royal
0171 565 5000.
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