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THEATRE

At a wonderful
loss for words

Blue Heart
Royal Court Downstairs at the Duke of
York's, London

Now pushing 60, Caryl Churchill
continues to be the most playfully
and profoundly innovative drama-
tist in the country. Blue Heart, the
new double billat the Royal Court,
combines high-spirited formal fool-
ing with deep, troubled yet clusive
feelings. Thisis theatre joyously re-
juvenating tselfin a production by
Max Stafford-Clark that’s a mi
cle of buoyant, biting precision and
underlying melancholy.

“Heart’s Desire, the first pan-
el in this thematic diptych, plays a

compulsion can cause. It focuses on
Derek, a boyish-looking 40-year-old
man (superb Jason Watkins) who
cons elderly women into believing
tha he s the son ey give up for
adoption. The injury this inflits on

ryone’s sense of identity (in-
cluding, crucially, Derek’s) is reg-
isteredin the mdual diitcgraion

i eredulously
when, out of the blue, the words
“blue” and “ketlle” start 10 crop up
in the dialogue as replacements for
whatever word the character actu-
ally means. At first, this has a smack
of the kind of substitution game

dren play and you wait for its logic

of whatit:
The world of Victoria Wood collides
with that of Lonesco. as a spoofy

thata y
acomputer virus spreading through
the whole piece. By the end, com-
munication

soap-opera trio.
d couple and sis-

bits only of

ter-in-law) prepare for their daugh-
ter’s imminent homecoming from
years spent in Australia.

‘Acute to the fact that towait ner-
Vously is also to imagine and to fan-
tasise, Churchill keeps stopping,

the two usurper words. The world
ends not with a bang but with hic-
cuped single letters.

u could make a marvellous
straight play with the basic materi-
al: the central character’s bleak

action

from different antecedent points,
and sending it offon abeurdis

ternative routes (cue the arrival of
2 10ftostrich). Iis Death, of course,
not a daughter, whose ring at that
Avon Lady-doorbell we sit in fun-

ied reactions of the conned ladies

- from Anna Wing's Joyce Gren-

fellish 80-year-old, who can't re-

member what she felt at the time

(“That rem ue kettle™, to

thecomplescompelihenestofthe
I

sberngy tteaded nlo he up-

roccedings. With a splen-
iy doty daintness, the cast
backtrack and.fast-forward, laying

Eﬂry D:l!k,wlm each think Ahal th

just his adoptive mother.
e gt s

Churchil has added does not get in

=

it'shad hot dinners placed oniit. The
picce must be a nightmare to play,
but they play it ke a dream.
Darker in tone. the second play.
“Blue Kettle", dramatises both our
ep imaginative need for alterna-
tives to reality and the damage this

the way but

the theme by, as it were, perform-

ingit o the level of language: sub-

ution and loss in a play about

substitution and o A truly weird

and wonderful eve
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