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Carmen
ENO/ London Coliseum
Edward Seckerson

‘Here's a show which could
run and run. It looks great,
kind of Broadway-grubby and
just s busy, though ot so
the detail doesn't tell’

t was never going to be a picturcsque
Carmn. The goad doctr'saverson to
1", to what might
Iyberermed th “mantila acop s well
known. So away with those castanets, hold

are crumbling \ere the accents are
oikish, the men a nuisance, and the ciga-
rette. g'llsjusl fed up to the back teeth.
er Carmen, thei star turn. She’s done
.umnmhmm thywrkery
time. So who can she bait today?
aganst e ctoryvalllokig o il lh:
‘world like she’s posing for
{wondertl ightng by Tom Manto),
she'ssraght ntoher tavourie Habaners
—her signature number. ENO hasa

Carmen in Louise Winter. Anyone who's.

spare it puling everything she has up from
the chest register, going all-out for the vo-
al insinuating curl and
croon of a qu;smmm style. She and

Hip, hip-

‘work at being “sexy”, alluring —she is. And
therein lies her feminism. Her free spirit.
he'll exploit men as surely as they ve al-
ways exploied hr. Thats e des.
o difeeit” e s her-
Py s challege. Any man who bus
Iycleans hisife duringher it umber has
10be. Milr setshim up beautifully with that
one action. He's 100 good tolve, wet as the
rainyseason, more excited by kiss from his

ice Watson) when he knows if’s from his
mother h kindofman who'l lose ool
a chair halfway across Lillas Pastia’s bar,

but straightaway replace it Carmen Ives for
the moment; José lives for a tomorrow that
il never come. Which makes Rober

Brubaker's patheticbrok
urealthe more belicvableinthelast s
AndBrul

asunst mmgmhls Carmen. Ican lwewnh-
ot the fnesse. s a brave perfor
Sashow whith o Millrs R
leto,could ronand . looks geat (st
‘Davison, costumes Sue Blane), kind

of justas busy— though
Dot sobusy it et docst . Milr
knows his craft. He's ood at living canvasses.
There's abvays something o cach he ye.
Likethe boy who aks the other by ora

Act 2 bar scene. That opening

e nal)y builds in the choreography
ey Jon Bt Milercross utingour

was a good evening, (00, for Sian
with playing from the orchestra that

Slshyand feisywithoutackingheat. But
‘my mind will goback to Winter'sproud Car-
e, resoltely. efusing 1o suoumb 1o
José's knife, still freshening her lipstick
cvenasthe st breathwasleming herbocy:
B repto 15 Now. Booking: 0171632 8300
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