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hotday- camp style of audience
participation, to check
alibls, quemnn suspects and even
ferer’s identity.
Hiapplly ths proved a frst night
when ‘the audience was more
amusingthan the lay.
Happy boasts a full six

ner, and dealt with an old female
pianist stabbed to death in a flat
above a hairdressing salon. Then
in 1978 Marilyn Abrams and

New York — in a theatre that is.
Soon cities all over America and
the world beyond went quite mad

and prese
Neil Mullarkey. Lee Slmpson and
Jim Sweeney, who are responsible

about their humorous touches.

Gk vy el 88 i

t," my companion whispered.

Middle of the Road? Scissor Happy
e kerb.

hardly steps off th
The first, tired Joke
for example, depends u) fa

his bands and snippers nnamyne‘
rious new young
Beadshaw, Doble entendres pils

Picture: ALASTAIR MUIR

Tired: Jim Sweeney, Paul Clayton, Nicola Stapleton, Gaye Brown

More of a
who cares
than a
whodunnit

F YOU expect to find a night at

by Nicholas
de Jongh

Scissor Happy X
The Duchess

up like cars in a motorway crash

ol
plnyer Tpataizs and 4 sad case of

e TR s
an upper-crust salon client, whose
husband is something big and
nasty in Yorkshire water. When
arraigned as a murder-sus

e
Ul i e e
omber of society. Tve worked
With orphans,” But the quips o
erally come thick and rare. T}

jar}
aswing, but a swing is not enough.

[HE MURDERER could be an

lantiques dealer whom Jim
Sweeney plays with delight.

025 a maestro of

S e

audience o ook of contemptuous

derision. It might

{ton, playing the e

‘bara. But who cares. Members

ofine muence, quickly worming

uspects'

lies, voted
mostly for Barbara as murdoress.
‘This verdict allowed for one of the.
alternative endings. But it mat-
terednota jot.
comedy thriller was “cre-
atively develnped” by Nica Burns,
ho clivoses the plays for Stoll
Moss's 10 West End theatres
Perhaps she would explain why

g
play The Herbal Bed had to vacate
the Duchess to make way for this

Ratings: ~O adequate
* good,
very good,
*oxk outstanding,
X poor
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