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An early Tennessee Williams unearthed at the National; a good value A

First time
outfora

gripping
prison drama

FEW would deny that Theatre
Tennessee Williams wrote ~ —————="2=
some of the greatest plays of Not About Nightingales
this century, but he was also National Theatre
responsible for some of the

As recent misguided _ The action follows the

al of his 1ives f prisoncrs and staft in
the tense days leading up to

the ringleaders’
ams: shrill,  incarcerated in
overheated cell from hell,
whimpering self-pity. Known as the Klondike.
unn he designer Richard
announced that the National  Hoover has come up with a
heatre was going to magnificent, clanking, all-
perform a previously ‘metal set, while Nunn's epic
unstaged, unpuhll(h produc ged in
Williams play, I feared we  traverse at the Cottesloe

could be i for a dirc might,  Theati

community, which f;
explodes like a defective
pressure cooker

e scenes in (e
Klondike, with great spurts

gratitude o Vanessa ground as the men writhe in
igrave, who went to the  agony, are almost too crucl
trouble of secking outand o bear, as are the brutal

reading the manuscript, and  beatings. Though the

to Trevor Nunn who directs  production employs Brech-
it magnificently. Not About  like capt introd
Nightingalesisn'tquitea the short, taut scenes, there
long-los butit is no sense of alienation here

isara — you follow the prisoners’
work which offers. travails with your guts

consistently gripping, well as your head
ccasionally melodramatic, the performances, even in

. It also fascinatingly ~ the smaller roles, a
anticipates Williams's ater  tremendous. Corin Redgrave
ork. has never been more
The play is aslice of the  mesmeric than as the brutal
radical docudrama that was  governor, a Southern good
fashionable in Thirties

America. Williams was giggles grotesquely as he
appalled by newspaper paws up his secretary, and
reports of four America &oes horribly sentimental

oners who were brolled  ahout his baby daught

to their deat even as he calmly plans his

punishment cell where next atraciy.

radiators capable of heating  Finbar Lynch, as the

small sky-seraper were left _prisoner who collaborates

on L. with him in the hope of
“Thave never written remission, gives a

anything since that could  performance of anguished

inward intensity, Sherri
oving as the
aralicd but buipless

production, in which he secretary who supplies the
Finally puts his own love interest, and Jame:
confi cmqum,.m. the Black is terrifying as the
theatre prison bully who becomes an
director avenging her

o
chronic s man's Inhumanity . What unites the play with
Williams's later work is the

Frison dramas have sense of mountin
become a cliché, particularly ~desperation, of people at the
thanks to the hilarious very end of their ropes

Prisoner: Cell Block H.but  Here,of course, their
Nunn simply ignores suffering is caused by the
difficulty, and directs wi cruelty of other: n his

deliberately monochrome —
but at others both Williams

Nunn achieve effects of  Tickets: 0171 928 2252
extraordinary dramatic
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