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ARTS

TOM AND PETER M

BY ROBERT BUTLER

‘Oh God, what a great idea!” In 30 years, only one play has aroused

Tom Stoppard’s

envy: Peter Shaffer’s ‘Black Comedy’. Now it’s being

paired with ‘The Real Inspector Hound'. The playwrights talk it over

ONE-ACTplays.can bea itte ke lonely
hearts:single, GSOH, WLTM long-term
companian. This month, hwo one-acters
in their thirties have a blind date in the
West End. Sam Mendes's new com-
pany, Warehouse Productions, an off-
shool from the Danmar, unites wo hits
rom the Sixties: Peter Shaffer's Black
Comeddy, which premired in 1965 as a
National Theatre production at Chich-
ester with Maggge Smith, Albert Finney

ind Dok acoby and oS unvnm\
The Rt ator Hound,
mibred in 1948 a1 the Crterion with

Richand Briers and Ronnie Barker In
this new double
ory Duran, ¢
Desmond Barritt, Anna Chancellor and
Sara Crowe ~appears in both plays.

Tom Stoppard and Peter Shaffer are
dawnstairs at Pegs, a club in Covent
which nelhe i1

pher akes the ploues hese
two - who have known each
ather for more than 30 years -
have been chatting about the

ness while the clubstafsearch
for the right switch, This, as
we will see,is an apt moment

Could 1 ake you both back to
the fime whe yor wrote these
one-actplays, and the deas that

Londan in 1955, The excerpt
from the Chinese play that |
hadiscen ~ I think he playwas
called Where Three Roads Meel, |
kinews nathing about what the
play was abaut - this excerpt
wasa sceneina count

involved only two people, 3
warrior who went to bed, and
through an open window
the windaw was merely

This man heard the noise of
the bandit and reached for his sword

Shaffer: Breathtab
Stoppard: And the swords were just
swikhing by

Shaffer; [t was terrfying, And that was.
fascinating, because the audienoe was
sort of Lrughing, butin s ysterical way
And I began to think of farce being so
ke melosirama n this kind of feelng,
Stoppard: | remember one part where

toback They vereterifiedofbeng N
by a sword at any moment, and the
helr bieks must have 1ouched, and
theyjust sprang apart

Shaffer: That's right, Even then, | was
terribly aware of this dlectric fecling
in the audience. They were divided be-
tween hystericallaughter and laughter
of feat | rermernber thinking what fun it

In the metaphorical dark: Anna Chancello, Gary Waldhorn,
sheihed -abandiappeared, - Diid Tenmant and Sara Crome i Shtfrs Black Comedy

would be if ane could adapt, in some
5 Englith [

Fiiney were wanting o do Miss

I at Chichester, which is an awk-
ward length. I an hour and 20 mis
utes ~ i abit awkwand asking people
0 come all the way dovn to Chichester
for that time. Have you anything in
'And I said, no, |
don't really. But 45 we were talking |
suddenly thought,it’s awfully gloomny,
at play. Jt can be very depressin
fhercely dark play. You can't follow i,
obviously, with another play of that
intensity. Even i you could write one
s almost begging for a farce. Tbeganto
talk to Ken, who had seen that mime,
about that convention. Ihad noidea for
a play. And then Ken, being, very gung:
1 about Jooking for new materal
was the dramaturg - bore me off
Olivier and | kept saying, there isn'ta
Play st a conveniion, | havenftgot
y and anyway 'm going

sabeolutely para-
Iying liclintos complateea.
drum about this | was actually
going toringup and sy, fcan't

lpwas perforrec |m brightes pos-
sible light - white

Valways wanted 10 00 an Englsh fare.
That! p almost

hatwes wpwnnlv& of course, dark-

leave - and why-why- leuuuld\au
the dark? Berause

Svonds missd cacn othes by & iny
hair’s breadth. They were quite obvi-

whole piece. But 1 have seen what

Sioppand: Closdo harsckrs raied
toart Did yousay 1

Shaffer: Yes.

Stoppard: 1 1was going o3y, yousaten
thisfor 10years.

Shatfer: 1 i

of a film that was generally about

the dark and it was breathtaking.

unti Ken Tyran said Maggie Smithand

one of the others. Lot of things. And
itall began & tuzble out véry Quickly.
They've stolen all the fumiture. Then

'and s als
dalogue isjust illerifit works well.

I if

the plot.
Shatfer: I'm afraid it did. Actually, ['ve
never thought ofitbke that Thafsright.
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