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EET THEIR MATCH

‘Waldhorn and Chancellor in Stoppard's “The Real Inspector.
"Hound, so0n to be seen In the West End with Blick Comedy™

Stoppard: Could 152y tpe Andadtes
3 th Theplay -

st By o youas lame, ook
,practically an graph

s the only time, in a time-span as long
s the ife of Chist, when I've ever bees
envious of another writer’s idea. The
anly time Fve ever felt a moment of
envy:ohGod, whatagreat ideal
‘Shaffer: 'm very delighted.

P
pape. but in fact it know who the
body was until T got to the moment. |
had to wark out the identity of the
corpse. There'sa corpse on stage from
thebeginning, It wasan early reminder

of something very important. That it s
T y ps O you're doing fora
‘one doing one’s own, but it does. You  whille. And probably betier not to knavw

can(tsay, well 'm going; to do my awn,
50 sod it. I've sometimes wondered
‘whether Alan Ayckbourn felt the way |
did, because it would appeal to him
enormously.
Shatfer It would
Did“The Reol Inspector Hound"alsostart
with a forma idea?
Stoppand: Ibegan with the small notion
of having two people watching an
tha Christie kind of thrller and get
ting involved with it and ending up
dead. Thatsalll had. And 1 wrote that. |
had halfa dozen pages. Forsome reason
n ned Biro, which is most unlike me. 1
remember | kept the coffee-staimed rec
Biro pages for about ive years and ~ in

what you're doing, because then the
game unfolds according o what's in
our hand, avoid, not a
s butystbope ipvokdiheterseol
the play being rather 100 premeditated.
Shatfers Had you seen The Moisetragr
‘when you wrote t?
Stoppard: No. | read it at one paint. |
suppose | thought I'd better read this
thing, | suppose | thought Id better go
andseeitbut 'm faiely by, and so reac!
ere was another thing 'd remern
bered. Do you remember a man called
Faul Dehn? He was a citc actually. The
News Chronicle, He wrote a itk book of
pieces, and one of these pieces took off
from a comment by Nodl Coward - |
think it was Noél Coward - that i you
Were ever lay, have someone

are Dead was done in London, | think
Michael Codron must have asked meto
write a play, or whether | had a play
And had hung onto these halfa dozen
pages because | just liked the central

come on and offereveryoneelse acupol
ea. It was that sort of emark. | haven't
g0t this book any more becase [ once
lent it to Richard Attenborough and
never gotitback.In 1960, Ithink. There's

idea, which, by the way,
anideaofthat ime. It was the fag:end of
a period of labels, like Theatre of the
Absurd, which | wasn't, and so forth,

ascenein H I
scene where everyarne’s offered coffee,
milk and sugar Anyway, when Michac|
Codron showed up as.a producer look-

and the idea wall
and doing something unconventional
with time and space and logi

that was very much in the airand that

play already called The dudificn, | dug

out these hal a dozen pages and sai

yes, I think | can doa comedy sbout a
hodurit

Then tsome point, | realised that life
would be alot easier for me i the twa
peopie watching were actually theatre
aitics It gave me something towite for

hem. 1 was doing parody or pastiche,

Hiveyour plays been paired with any

ather authors?

Shatfer: No, this s the fist time. Only
Continued on page 21
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