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aw

wstively expressed notion
that Wales is in the thrall of

Mamet. (Marber and Mamet
are both skilful gamblers)

four years (before co-writing
the Alan Partridge Knowing

successtul Close - cvmcal

Me, Knowt
though he hated it, stuck it

found ms own vmce wmmg
dialogue of witty distinction
Now Marber is directing
three short, secretive plays by
Mamet, grouped under the ttle
The Old Neighborhood, open-
ing at the Royal Court at the
Duke of “York's from 17 June
(with er,
Qick aud Calin Stinton inthe
y, The

buuresxed by the reception of
Closer, which has been recast
with Imogen Stubbs, Tom
Mannion, Kate Ashfield and
Lloyd Owen. It will also go to
Broadway {n the winter.
Hias the success of Closer had
elysing effect on bis writ-

iana mg' *No. It s much easier to

write our next play if your

Dis- last play has b

nppmmm of the Jews,
Mamet's dialogue is artfully
slight, the dialogue between
two old men who have known

| each other all their lives. The

old friends donot need toillin
any gaps. Marber would say,
on

dence is everything” He is not
writing but ‘thinking’ about a
new play: Tt is n deep cover,
below the undergrowth.'

Ttell him my impression of
him is of someone who does
notvorry il st g

i1

that there
are no gaps to ll. He explains,
with satisfaction, that in
Mamet's work there s mosub-

jould
pnssmly argue that there i

a worrer who }.nows hL-

Shoit worry -

‘what's the point? My !mpm

mn is also that he has an
aged intelligence. He is

anlck todetect the bogus. He

shua in his work. All thet
actors have to do s speak the

es and make sure they don't
‘bumpnto the furniture

But the troble with this, as
Marber admits, s that actors
often want subtext. And so do
audiences. And s director,
especially with the last play,
Marber has had to ‘invent,
impose, suggest, cajole, whee:
dle something out of the
‘wards’, Mamet's view amounts
toa serlous tease, a way of ot
having to be his owa critic.

Ilookat Patrick Marber and
silently try out Mamet's idea
on him, try to judge him only
on the evidence of what is in
frontof me. Wearesitting ina

in undorgraduate at Oxord
(he joined Gamblers Anony-
‘mous when he was 23). Did he
see his creative lfe as a gam-
ble?No, he said, not tempted
todeliver a pat answer.

Has Marber ever met
Mamet? Ttook astroll with Mr
Mamet. We Were in Sohoso we
tiscussed - buildings.' They
tried and failed to buy Mamet
aleather facket, ‘He tried one
on; he didn't like it They
talked about why Jews - they
are both Jewish ~ generally
don't drink and why writers
often do. Later, Marber says,
they talked about oblivion
Marber is in favour of having

0ld Vic, surrounded by fat
bluefiles, with Peter Hall Com-

pany labels on their spines
Marber as poitely offered me

me Alms “Park - never really

Soanra g son ol

a choice of d
chairs, suggesting [ take the
swivel one for its greater
‘mobil

Marber looks comfortable.
He is short, dark, handsome

Interview

for fat). His blue and white

“one r two drinks when writ-
ing: It i your-
gelloﬂyﬂursell Hesays later
there can bea ‘strange magical
feeling when you virite. Espe-
clally when you don't quite

ow what you're doing -
that's when it is bliss."

Marber, who has a younger
brother, was born in Wimble-
don. His father worked in the
- ms mother was a. housA

e describes himselfas

‘l,apsed‘ Jow, though ho sl

Patrick Marber
Dy Kate Kellaway

‘You give actors
lines to deliver,but
what they really
loveis subtext’ -

Patrick Marber has always
been a champion of David
Mamet. Marber's first play,
Dealer’s Choice, about gam-
bling, established him as a
writer to be reckoned with,

him, but

asuniform, There isa lnzlness
about the way that he sits and
his lightly cmked smue has

atively “surefooted  with
A Mamet. Marber has divegted
other people’s work bafore -

blue ejes
look asmoughchw ‘might give
his game away - but he has
got his words on a lead. He
often has a dog (a white West
Highland terrier called Mrs
Riley) on a lead too. But she is
‘reported to be suffering from
arthritis and at home in Mar-
‘ber's flat in Smithfield.
Marber has been described
as arrogant and shy by tarns,
friendly and a depressive. But
it s the exceptional person

v

who does not consider them- _ ironic
I .

— as well as his own. Doot he
find it a relfef to direct some-
one else’s play? ‘It is equally
demanding, but in a different
way. It Is pleasurable not to
Know how it should sound.”
‘But he worries about making
k mz‘ ear’ of someupe else's

Marhev looks forward to
recting Closer in New York

and ‘marvels at how serious
showbiz is over there. As an
Englishman, is he able

Ttismy

the play as derivative - of

test.
‘Ho was a stand-up comic for

bags of irony," he says.
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