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Catch the pidgin with quixotic Ken
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Theatre

Pidgin Macbeth
Piccadilly Theatre

NO ONE but Ken Campbell
could have come up with a
show like this, and I'm not
sure whether that is a matter
for sorrow or profound relief.

At its best, it is both
i ive and
funny, but there are also long
stretches which offer a
mixture of boredom,
incomprehension and
increasing uneasiness about

“the whole nature of the
enterprise.

Campbell has always been a
mixture of visionary and
buffoon, and his latest
project is perhaps his most
quixotie to He wants to
teach the world pidgin
English, also known as
Bislama, the official
langunage of many of the

South Pacific islands.
_ “We could have a ivog(}

en Camp\'aeﬂ: mixture of
visionary and buffoon
simple, surprisingly eloquent

lingua franca they developed
by el_vesdmpy_ing on their

Campbell reckons that
anyone can learn pidgin in a
couple of days, the secret
being that there is virtually
no grammar and you can get
byonav ofa
couple of hun words.

~ There are no genders, no
‘definite articles,

with Shakespeare’s
complexity. “Creeps in this
petty pace from day to day”,
for instance, becomes
“Wokabaot snel spid [snail-
speed] dei long dei long”,
while “full of sound and fury
signifying nothing” becomes
“Fulap mekanois saenem
nating”.

The evening becomes
frankly dull, however, when
Campbell’s evidently adoring
students perform long
passages of the play in
pidgin, with the sage of the
‘Walthamstow. Marshes
leaping out of his seat every
other minute to explain
linguistic cruxes. This
mixture of coarse acting and
pedantic explanation
grotesquely outstays its

~ welcome.

It is also hard to escape the
uncomfortable feeling that
this is a show that patronises
the South Pacific islanders.
The cast on stage are all
white, and with their war
paint and comic codpieces,
we don’t seem to have strayed
that far from the world of the
Black and White Minstrels.

And though the show is
often genuinely informative
about pidgin, and Camy
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