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EVENING STANDARD

‘We knew she wasn't fat, we
knew she'd look pretty good,
but this! SHANE WATSON
scrutinises Nicole Kidman as
she makes her debut on the
London stage and is
mesmerised by the
measurements

OWARDS the end of The Blue Room, lain

Glen's character remarks that he has a prob

lem with the theatre ... finding a parking

and eating late. Everyone titters,

cle d between the

familiar to us
1 the cocooning dar]

ledness induced lw

a new and

h the Donmar’s latest product
st b Aded o the 1ist

But

far more poten distraction has been
» of Nicole Kidman

who has allended um fashion

as immune to body shock — that

appreciation tinged with a

8 ' that hits you the first few

tmes vou see a Se hifler ora Christensen dra

chiffon hanky

As someone
\Imw\ I thou

ic u the com:
pl kage thai can stand up to the glare of the cat
walk mm let wluau-ﬂwu rutiny of the front row.

But when Nicole Kidman sashayed on to the stage at
the start of The Blue Room, slipped off her leather ¢
und stood Hu re ina |.|nk ~(n Uhmmi and T-shirt, [ fe ll

all belief, appreciation, the
hibuck to the Wuopul« ts of crisps at lunch,
et of mill depression
ntials required for full-on
hysique and the kind of
\(nlm\ gracelul movement you only find ncers
Is. But she has an added advantage, the
asn't fat, we knew she'd look pretty
good, but this! A figure tnarrow hips, bosoms at armpit
level, long rangy legs, no — repeat, no cellulite or
ny interruptions to the all-over moonstone skin) that
not only matches up to the best but would be excep-
tional on a 20-year-old. Wh I 1
All of which adds up to an evening s
ding lady's measurements. While others were
watching the scene unfold between the young model
and the politician T was eraning my neck to see if. when
et legs, the one tnderneath showed signs

The scene with the politiclan's wife and the younger
man . don't sk n oncentrating o
, search bulgo or unsightly
nwlwmmu { i the higheut front. None. Durin
the model/playwright scene, while others applauded
the naked cariwheeling Glen, 1 was concentrating on
her removing her bra under
her vest (the mement when
Achilles” heel
revealed, surely).
Visible diffirone
his fixation with bodily
|u-r\'wlm‘n is,
men. ho seé fidman acting
n a variety of undersear
i sometinies nothing at all

ence throughout. Our enjg

ment is of a different kind

part aesthetic pleasure, part

competitive instinct, with a

large dose of Hellol-age

voyeurism. s the same
Vv on a t

ith
Hhey're. nover loking
man, only af each other

1 told a friend about
Blue Room, made a cursol
attempt at summing up the
plot and then mentioned the
Kidn body ry

oetive it out o they

still have tickets?"

“A new and far more men! distraction™: Nicole l(idnun, who is
starring in The Blue Room, and below, with co-star lain Glen

WHAT THE PAPERS SAY

The Daily Mail: The evening is a tri

umph for Ms Kidman, who is as stun

ning on siage s she was i ilms fach
ie For and Dead Calm, writes

Christopher Tookey.

The Daily Telegr:

time, 1 had eyes

writes Charles §

in fact. It's pure theatrical Viagra.

The Times: Kidman is excellent
varying from a sensuous au pair o a
powermad diva, from a_druggedup
model to a_ politician's wife. writes
Benedict Nightingale.

The Guardian: Kidman switches
personae with consummate ease. She is
not just a star: she genuinely delivers
the goods, writes Michael Billington

(IThe Express: | can't think of a
British actress who could have done it
betier, writes Robert Gore Langton |
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She lights up
room with a
fierce glamour

by Nicholas de Jongh
The Blue Room

Donmar Warehouse *

T WAS WHEN they hauled on a very sm:
Kitchen-sink unit, setting the scene for a
siudent'sseduction of an aa pairgle], that]
began to feel Hare was artfully diluting
anriginal bites texual ocktall § 3
filters the twilight world of th =
through an opulent glow of SERRSEE
played loose and clever with a famous old
trian play: in Arthur Schnitzler's La Ronde,
10 couples gulltily find pleasire in oach othor
before they separate and are linked in a sexual
daisy-chain. So Hare's gentle comedy of sexual
manners displaces Schnitzler's serious.
sex and betrayal.

‘The change is not always for the th
better. But there remains at least one a
compensation not (o say come-on. Allive femnales

re played in varieties of figure-hugging,
titiliatingly minimal dress by Nicats Kiaman who
proves there's more to her than meets the eye. Inin
Glen as her various partners in sex is even tuall
reduced to his bare essentials as if to prove he
mount as spectacular an erotic show. Sexua
relations, though, as Schnitzler conveyed them,
undergo a sea-change thanks to Hare's devising.

He transports the original from the Vienna of 189
torich London 1998, Sam Mendes's production,

Irlull

modern

en
befare orgasm. Since Kidman and Glen look like
models they give the sexual encounters a fierce
glamour. Their couplings in modish beds, luxurious
places or even a designer brothel dvertise sox asa

Setmltzler’s original ws 1107 oh

It roamed around Vienna with sex furtiv

undertaken In parkland and parlour, drawing

room and whore-house. His characters dared to

class and marriage ors, 'I‘Iu- mm-
s suitably serious-sardonic: in thos

syphilis killed, adultery really wrecked unmm s

] it

om ruin. Hare's cast of Ninef
characters live in a world from which such serious
worries have mainly vanished. His au pair girl,
coke-taking, teenage model, adulterous New Labour

, West End actress and student seducer

red but not ruined by desire. Hare,

, arranges a far lighter comedy of se
manners without real aftes pain whe:
encounters end. Only his i
specialising in “presentation and lies” has much
qncialthnughnuuumalhuenh 3

Miss Kidm: ks much mmmml expe
Butall five rolesare I m-rele gan
grasp. She's firmly set in the glow of (ot
appeal. So lhure 's not lhdt mmh difference in the
manners of her French au pair and cockney tart.
But she manages all the accents and attitudes in
neatly provocative performances. She slips into
sex play and display to the manner born, sending
up the role of an actress in full preen,

ence.
nt

xieties does Glen
really enthuse Hare's interesting view of how
desire makes fools of us all.
Ratings: - O adequate % good, ** very good,
+ outstanding. X poor
More reviews: Page 52
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