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CLASSIC : Geraldine McEwan and Michael Hordern.

For the love of Lydia

ALTHOUGH The Rivals, by
Richard Brinsley Sheridan,
at the Olivier, is a comedy
about the feuding between
three men over the hand
of & 17-year-old girl, it is
the women who give this
play its timeless appeal.
There is Languish,
who is besieged by suitors be-
cause she is beautiful and so
rich that she feeds her pe,rrot,s
on small pearls.
But Lydia (Anne Louise
mbert) is an independent
spirit, determined to marry
for love mnot money, whosa
romantic igeals have been in:
sgu'ed bg the popular mvel:
from circulating
hbrarxes

Mrs Malaprop is her aunt
and one of most amusing
female characters in English
drama. In her determination
to prevent Lydia from throw-
l.ng herself away on a poor

sign, she crucifies the
En lish language in the name
of humour.

by MILTON
SHULMAN

Impatient in her efforts to
find an elitist, longish word
where a more humdrum would
do, she can talk a.bout, some-
one being the %
politeness, getbmg the ydro-
statics or referring to
allegory on the of ﬂ'll
Nile.

Miss Geraldine McEwan,
uttering her carefully chosen
linguistic ~ distortions as if
they were being dehvered m
a silver salver, gets a
out of almost every verba.l
aberration and is one of the
best Mrs Malaprops I have
ever seen. e

Also m:
second ﬂdﬁmuaem Julia Melm]e.
whiose calm receptivity of the
jealous tantrums of her fiance,
Faulkland (BEdward Pether-
mdge)byia gmmously inter-

But if the Sheridan classic
ives women the best roles,
hey are coupled with some
bea;umﬂhllh,)é ec:,emm characters

among

The oholemc Sir Anthony
Absolute, demanding total
obedience from _his son, is

b]
one fit of red-faced pique to
another.,

The genial bumpkin, Bob
Acres, who finds h?nuaelr un-
comfortably caught up in Lon-
don ways, is congenially p]ayed
by a grinning Tim Curry while
Pairick yecart makes &
romantic figure of swoopin
Npadm of Lydia’s successfu

John Gunter's delicious toy-
mmgum sets tuplaz;t at.hdmt«i sat;‘x:
ing ure
century  restful elegance,
while Peter Wood's directi
iu a model of mannered move—

ws uwtimead .as one of
English language.
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