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‘THE American dramatist - = = seems to me to be worse than
Wallace Shawn is the Jiminy g g- fatuous, and as Nato
mncsmisneimn  [Pernicious evening in the company of a wrong-headed moralist ooz |
the voice of conscience Picture: ALASTAIR MUIR & best to combat genocide in
of Theatre Glenne Headly as the frail just more efficient and more  point he is making, and he Yugoslavia, the timing of this
sometimes irritatingly, into In Aunt Dan and Lemon R S — Lemon, looking back on her honest about it than therest  has spelt it out in mtervnews, intriguing but ultimately
the audience’s ear. (1985) Shawn asks Aunt Dan and Lemon younger self, and Miranda us. is that the United States pernicious play could not be
The Fever (1990) was one question of all — Almeida Theatre, N1 Richardson as the glamorous It is always a great mistake “dlngemus killer”, and that  ore unfortunate.
long wallow in liberal guilt how is genocide allowed to _ and outrageously to confuse an author with his  “from the point of view of the Sponsored by AT&T. Tickets:
about Third World poverty.  happen? Why do people myself gripped almost candid Aunt Dan, both give  characters, and Shawn victim of brutality, an 0071359 4404, This review
The ted Mourner inflict such terrible suffering throughout. But it is also a isi) il his i brute looks like a appeared in some editions
(1996) was a paranoid fantasy on each other? deliberately contentious Unfortunately the play’s consent from both his Nazi brute”. yesterday
about the extinetion of This is a subtle and work that is meant to make political concerns become characters; indeed, I'm sure Such a comparison from a
‘Western culture at the hands  fascinating play, and I found  an audience feel uneasy, increasingly prominent, and  he despises them. But the self-proclaimed Marxist CHARLES SPENCER
make them argue with what here Shawn’s dramatic
tlleu. . slymf’ and subtlety :ser‘m Imm;llere is
with what Shawn himse! some crude satire on Henry
seems to be saying. And my Kissinger, whom wicked Telegraph Garden Offer
final impression is that the Aunt Dan perceives as an
play is wrnn]—huded to the almost saintly figure; nor () 0 ° .
point of maligni does she evince any concern
At first we nu;ht beina about the villages bombed by
cosy family memory play. the Americans in Vietnam.
‘The narrator, nicknamed “The whole purpose of
Lemon, is a frail government is to use force. So =
twentysomething woman, ‘we don’t have to,” she says. coll ct
living a reclusive, anorexic Shawn’s play, however,
life. With no to M:e‘ll'py insists that it is to e lons
", she looks separate the individual and . B .
= Glenne Headly the state, that private Create a beautiful display for just £7.95
the conversations she had amorali ually seej Amongst the most beautiful of climbing By post: Use the
with “Aunt” Dan (real name  companion for an 11-year-old into public policy. Like Peler plants is the Wisteria, with its pendulous ‘coupon to order by
Dllulle), a close friend of girl. She regales Lemon with  Simple’s Dr Heinz Kiosk, this luste ‘These
they we detailed stories about her sex talented but self-
all at 0xhrd together. life, and even more graphic righteous writer clearly
But an early note of unease  ones about her friend Mindy,  believes that we're all guilty.
is struck when the apparently who actually killed a man for At the end, in a brilliantly
meek and mild Lemon says cash and kicks — to Aunt delivered monol
that she has been Dan’s apparent approval. reduces the audience to a
about the Nazis “and it has to Tom Cairns’s production, stunned silence, lle.dly’s
be said that they managed to  making use of
accomplish a great deal of h vie clips, music and Lemon anzmpts
‘what they wanted to do”. translucent screens, to ]lutfy the Nazis. It is in the
Nor does Aunt Danseem to  captures the haunting, almost ture of humanity to kill,
have been the ideal dreamlike quality of memory; she argues. The Nazis were
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