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Melodrama in
focus

Review Hedda Gabler, Plymouth
Theatre Royal

HEDDA Gabler is a rich, powerful play. All too
often for audiences it can feel like a worthy
walk treacle.

Not so this new production premiered at Ply-
mouth's Theatre Royal. In the wonderfully safe hands

of director Annie Castledine it is given a crystal clear
ion that manages to weave a firm, direct

line th the moral maze of Ibser’'s finest writin
This is an uncompromising play and the frequentFy
insurmountable me atic qualities are met head
on with the successful depiction of the suffocating,
i re of small town life.
il her father's daughter, the

daug m A th)ll:‘l;l whose port;alt domin-
1 M su? w eto er past, she
] eedom but is terrifi gﬁlo take the de-
aliinl . Instead she ruthlessly manipulates the lives
of others, thh consequences.
Loohn; nt, Francesca Annis as Hedda
mwu the drama with a controlled intensity,
steps in her own danse macabre. Self-
S shc is both aloof and hugely involved as a
othcm' e force determined to shape the destiny of

Thisis a ﬁnely tuned, intelligent performance where
e?eeh. mirrors the exity of emotions
= This i l; a lg::kh you have to watch.

eter Bowles as the smarmy Judge Brack provides
excellent Wi s famiia o he manor o born
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