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THEATRE | Back-street squalor

THE sccond’ revival, after 15 its precise and vivid examina- mother, _bored. gawping at the
vears of DPdward Bond's once tion of what motivaied the telly while the baby vells itself
banned ** Saved ” at the Roval infanticide — his sadly con- sick next door, u.m‘rr.‘qrdf‘(l. The
Covrt is nol as sensifive as vincing picture of the back- last before curtain fail. a dmjnl)-
William Gaskill's earlier produc- street squaler of people who show has lh(“pvlm[pals sitting
tions. That said. the play live like animals because thev together locied in  silence,
remains a sombre, impressive lack all mental equipment to wearied r)i‘ the bickering which
and tersely written indictment understand  or control  the alwavs {oliows any attempt at

of a South London socicty so scared, primitive urges  to communication.
deprived as to be depraved. It $waggcer, to arab. to resent. to T
ofters an cxperience no serious fdespise. to destroy. They talk
plaveoer should deny himself, moinshinciive cliches  which
Bond deplovs with a stylish

The [){lllllll‘ <cene 1in which a literate humour.
babyv is stoned 1o death in its ‘The
pram, bv a =zang of hooligans

The acting, under Danny
Povle's direction, is maostly
excellent, thaugh the pacing can
bhe laboured. I particularly
. liked Pem’'s parenis (Tony
babyv's stupid slut of & pohr and June Waison) and
: mother, Pam. her hated and peter-Huzo Daly's Ten (ihouch
(who include  the  tather) patine parents who never talk his kindlv-meant holding of the
remains a sickening exlubition o0 Gue gnather, the lout who Laby would asphyxiate i),
of perveried  and  gratuitous ppoesces and rejects her, and  1ganne Whallev's clinsing, voci-
lust. Yet it as not feallv often- yhe caring bov, Ten. who tries ferous Pam  lacks the girl's
sive. Behind it one hears.the 4 reach out and help her . coarse sexualitv.  The pro-
author’s howl of anguish at the 411 these are drawn with piti- oramme. unoardonably. does
Jatent violence m human jess eve and car but a pitving ot list the characters in order
nature. In fact. the events of heart, of speraking, so [ cannot iden-
1984 have aiven his protest a =y gther scenes remain dis- tify two other plavers I liked.
NCW urgency. turbingly in the mind. One has

The plav's strength hes in the baby's mother and grand- John Barber
Saved Barber Telegraph Clipped By.
ianlharris
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