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THEATRE

Susannah Clapp

flying up to God. Or hear the
same actor talking about the
Deity coming down to touch
her ‘soft spot’ — her skull,
that is. I'd thought that such
sentimentality and sancti-
moniousness died out with
TB. But, like TB, they're
back, in a dramatisation of
Lee Hall’s Spoonface Stein-
berg, which has been hailed
as the most successful radio
play ever.
When Hall’s

ence’s heart. Not content
with making his heroine
emotionally impaired, Hall
gives her terminal cancer as
well. He makes her a witness
to the painful break down of
her parents’ marriage, and
the cause of its partial heal-
ing. And then he brings in

the Nazis. The specialist who

outto

Easy come,
gueasy go

It’s got cancer, autism and marital break- up -
not to mention the Nazi connection. Spoonface
Steinberg tries too hard to make us weep

Hers is a glamorised, almost
alluring condition. Of course
Spoonface - Steinberg has
made people cry, but crying
doesn’t prove much. Id bet
that more tears have been

shed. (mine included) over -§

Spoanface Steinberg you and setting them free’, the death'of Beth in Little
New Ambassadors She is also a holy fool, a Womenthan overthe demise
Volpone Barbican Pit . savant who spells out dark of King Lear.

truths in fractured grammar. - A lotof theatrical talent
INEVER THOUGHT I'd sit and hit-or-miss phrases. She - has been expended on this
in atwenty-first century the- is both damaged and gifted. . piece. Liz Cooke’s design is-_
atre and watch an adult Sheisautistic. disconcerting and imprison-
actress,decked outasatot,  Nothing is spared in the ing - it suggests a cosy cell
enthusing about butterflies  effort to wring the audi- viewed inadistorting mirror

or in the‘bowl of a spoon.
This child’s bedroom is
wrapped around a concave
curve, -patterned with
whorls; its window is striped
by outsize bars.

Kathryn Hunter supplies
another of her miracles of
impersonation. Tiny in pyja-
mas, sandals and woolly hat,

bethe descendant of cancen-
tration-camp victims, who
recounts thes ofhis

was first broadeast on Radio
4 two years ago, it was said
that Jorry drivers pulled into
lay-bys to sobinto their han-
kies — colourful, spotted ker-
chiefs, no doubt.

It went on to win prizes, to
sell more than 30,000 cas-
settes and to be adapted for
TV. It has now been put on
stage at the New Ambas-

family to his young patient,
apparently in an attempt to
reconcile her to her immi-
nent death.

None of this rings true.
The picture it gives of the
child’s illness and her treat-
ment is a sanitised one. The
account it gives of autism is
almost perversely sunny.
Far from being locked into

all the physical
skills which have made her
famous as an actress with
Theatre de Complicite. She
rehearses her compulsiverit-
uals as if in a trance. Myste-
riously transfixed by some
objects, mysteriously
repelled by others, she draws
onasmall repertoire of ges-
tures, continually revolving
anything she picks up, con-
tinually pressing Lhmgs to
her forehead.
Her movements are rﬂpld

sadors, with Kat Hunter herself, Spoonface is expres- = and nimble - she.scampers. . .
. directed in the title xole by: - sive . and~ communicative;,;up the curvingwalls of the bottle as an-opportunis- .

* Marcello, Msg’m and Annie = She has winning ways and - setto alight on'her bedhead, c parasite. And-Malcolm
Castledine. It is a queasy she has particular, chensh alert as ammarmoset: At the torry,a commanding Eno-
occasion.’ - able falents. ..same time, she seems physi- "up last: year S Ed.ln +harbus in the éntony and

+  Spoonface Sﬁembemhasm * There isnothing. cally asif F stival. His versios

itadashof J.M. Barrieanda or embarrassing about her herlimbs have been stuck on satire is undermined’ by - the. Baﬂncan later tbls
dollop of Susan Coolidge, obsessions. She isno collec- - backwards. She has even lost Masters is-currentl, bursts of agging- month,
author of What Katy Did. tor of doorknobs or burglar the trademark throatiness of yitig- at - Stratford.' His the over-explicitness which joviality. many faces of Volpone. By
Spoonface is an ailing child alarms buta connoisseur of her voice, finding a lighter, aptation of Brecht’s Mr isanRSCbugbear.Jonson’s  But two strong perfor- turn slackjawed, lusty,
who lights up the lives of operatic arias, particularly wispier register. She not fla ‘His Man Matti, fabulousgrotesquesarecon- mances illuminate the cen- -wheedling and voracious,
those around her or, as she thoseinwhichdivasclaimto onlylooks but sounds about alluring 3 cted by K.athryn Hunter, strained by Ashley Martin- treof the play. Guy Henryis heis, as he should be, both'
puts it, dedicates herself to bedying. Shealsohasaphe- eight vears old. et . wasstartlingly vivacious. It Davis’s . - literal-minded an original Mosca:sly, laid- utterly repulsive and com-
‘finding the sparks insideof nomenal way with numbers. Lee Hall is a talented Cpndl [o/g] Ll a pztythe wereto design »dn_uble and-hose back, not somuchabuzzing = pletely vital..
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