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classed this rep standby as “modern
melodrama in mid-Victorian dress”.

When it comes to new plays, the
National has happily just struck
lucky with Joe Penhall’s admirable
Blue/Orange. Not, one might say,
before time. To date, the defining

characteristic of Nunn's National has
been to take previously admired liv-
ing writers and then stage their
worst-ever play. If you think I'm
exaggerating, then you have only to
call to mind Frank McGuinness's
Mutabilitie, Hanif Kureishi's Sleep

With Me, Stephen Poliakoff’s
Remember This and Nick Stafford's
Battle Royal. The irony is that under
Peter Hall and Richard Eyre new
writing was the National'’s strongest

card; under Trevor Nunn it has !

become its Achilles’ heel. One just
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