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Celebration/The Room
Almeida  *

AROLD PINTER last

night proved he can still

spring a jolting theatri-

cal surprise. For close on

20 years, his rare new

plays have been much preoecu-
pied with political brutality in
foreign parts and anguish in the
family at home. But Celebration,
his new 50-minute comedy of
restaurant manne;
vulgar nouveau-
finds Pinter in frivolous mou(l He
succumbs to an almost Noel Cow-
ardian lightness of spirit, if not of
touch, as the alcohol is poured.
And odd, unsavoury quips are
ed around as audience-appe-
Well I knew Osso was Ital-

1 didn't know

rsehole w

is no time in Celebration
for those battles for power and
position, waged in bleak Pin-
teresque rooms where menace
hangs upon the air and comedy
comes in a warning shade of dark.
For once, Pinter's comedy lacks
serious hm- but contents itself
with pl.nlul pecks. Yet, for me,
the high pleasure of the
was not Celebration’s ba
humour, but the recov
covery of Pinter's firs 3
exquisite, chilling little

from 1957 called The Room.

Celebration is set within a
pricey restaurant, where three
couples on curved banquettes eat
and drink themselves sillier.
's bareish stage set
be anywhere

een Di
could virt
swish. But her
for The Room ('1
glance in the partic

greyness of 195[ England. The
beige, floral, wallpaper, ancient
gas-cooker and fixtures in vari-
ous shades of dinginess speak
glum volumes .llmul working-
class ser all-hopes.
i Rose, in

pinafo
and chatters her way
wordless hushand, Be She is
perkily reclusive in her haven,
until the knock at the door. Then
l'l:l‘lli‘l, in an eerie, thrilling pro

ster as a \Ihlkl"h‘ th-

round a

Pinter’s mix
of comedy
and menace
is fit for
West End

and blind negro wreck her well-
being and usurp her space.

There are no such dramatics in
Celebration. Raucous restaurant
banter comically exposes tracts of
mindlessness . Lambert and Matt,
two wide-boy “strategy consul-
tant” brothers with their respec-
tive, not very respectable wives,
in common costumes and cosmeti-
cally-reinforced fa never rise
above the amusing-predictable.
And predictability is one theatri-
cal element which Pinter has elo-
quently avoided for nearly half a
century. At the next banquette,
Lia Williams's Suki, latest in Pin-
ter's distinguished line of femmes
dressed in a skirt that
h‘ndl\ reaches her thighs, inde-
ts with her own hus-
“I'm holding your hand

se tell me about your
mother's bread and butter pud-
ding.” Danny Dyer's young
waiter, button-holing
ers as he ~.|)1n~ surl
about his grandfather's a
tion with Stravinsky, hdﬂm.
the Beverley sisters, streiches a
thin joke to snapping point.

Pinter’s direction of Celebration
i 1 with gai-
ety and quic! » exuberance,
while in The Room he achieves a
spell-binding air of menace. Lind
Duncan achieves a tour de
ansforming herself from
cockney blonde (o a

gled housewife [i
rage and dreac
per formanc es,
Henry Woolf's sinist
Lia Williams's ou
the flashy wide
Allen and Andy de [
gleefully on target. This limllll(
bill, with its remarkable shift
from high drama to flippant light
comedy, deserves to bring Pinter
back into the West End.

Ratir ) adequate; * good, %
very good; % outstanding; X poor
More reviews: Page 53
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