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AFFECTION isn’t far from aggro and
travelling means trouble: these are
conclusions you may arrive at from two
new plays on the London fringe, one a
hit, one a miss.

In Richmond, the Orange Tree
Theatre is on admirable form as its re-
opening season continues with Hurting
by writer-in-residence David Lewis,
directed by Sam Walters. This is a witty
and sometimes painful four-hander
about love, insecurities and jealousy,
about the relative values of sticking
with or moving on from a partner.

We follow the crossing paths of two
couples, starting off in a wine bar with
career woman Suzie (Amanda Royle)
and the supposedly platonic Paul (David
Antrobus) having a heart-to-heart. Suzie
is serious about her lover, Mark, but

_her problem is that he is married to an

allegedly hopelessly dependent
headcase, Julia.
Twelve months later, Suzie is co-
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: Stockbridge) has attempted suicide and
: won back Mark (Jason Baughan). Julia
: is neurotic, to put it mildly, and drives

: others up the wall with her “calming”

: tapes of ocean waves. Yet she has

: supposedly forgiven Suzie, and invites

: her round, welcoming Paul with

: decidedly open arms.

: swapping of partners, charting subtler
: ups and downs over years. The

: entangled pairs do invite comparison

: with, say, Patrick Marber’s Closer,

: Stoppard’s The Real Thing or Pinter’s
: Betrayal. And Hurting is not a match

: for the last two at least.

'Modern love and an odd bunch of backpackers

: suppressed anger and delightfully funny
: moments, not least when Paul raves
: about Mark’s cheap wine.

At the BAC in Battersea, Toby

: Farrow’s Gringos is less impressive. It
: follows a gaggle of backpackers and

: their dangerously macho guide round

: South America. They’re an obviously

: odd bunch who struggle to escape the

: bounds of caricature, particularly the

: ludicrously nerdy Belgian Dr Nick (Ed

: Sinelair), who is obsessed with mating

: rituals, and the hypochondriac Aussie

: nurse Fay (Esther Ruth Elliott). One

: glimpses the seeds of stronger drama in
: the souring of the guide’s romance with
Lewis impressively avoids a simplistic :

rich mummy’s girl Atlanta (Elizabeth

: Hurran). And with the exception of

: Sinclair, whose accent is like nothing on
: earth, Martin Constantine’s Lifetime

: Theatre Company do the piece proud.

: Tickets: ‘Hurting’ (until April 15) 020 8940
: 3633; ‘Gringos’ (until Sun) 020 7223 2223
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