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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

This 1s the second edition of Wot Subsid, end
there heve been many significant changes since
the first edition, Theology end Russian
Studies Subsids have both (sedly) been scrapped.
Many of the courses have been changed
drastically. It must be said that it 1s malnly
the courses that were criticlsed the most in
the lest issuas that have been revised, This

is pleasing, Where courses have chenged
recently meking student comment difficult

or impossible to Find, this is clearly atated.
The aim of thie publication is to provide
information to students on subsidiary coursas,
ond as such great peins have been taken to
research the areas in detail,

This edition was researched by getting
departments and students to submit comments
on tha coursei- departments from the course
angle and students in queetionnaire form on
8ll esspects of the Subeids, It was
surprising that the student comments on a
particular course wore largely consistent

in all but a few cases, Where thers wore
'mixed revisus' this has been indicated.

The problem with publications of this kind

is that the information often goes out of date
soon after printing, There are, for example,
changes afoot in the Subsidiary offering in
Maths, Statistics and Computer Sicence
(possibly from 1986), For studenta etarting
coursen in Autumn 1985, this Wot Subsid
should be accurate, since any further changes
are unlikely to be implemented until 1986

at the earliest and poseibly later, Apart
from the sbove chenges already in the offing,
this edition should be reasonably accurate
for 1986 entry as well, By 1987, hopafully
there will be s new 1ssua,
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My thanks must go to all the studente who

responded to the gquestionnaire (there were a

lot of you) and to those departmants that

tock the trouble to make submission on their

courses. Thanks also to Robert Coyle for
his halp with the questionnaires stc, to
the collators (poor souls = I don't know
who you will be as I write this although I
have a few ideas), to Josn for typing and
to Pat for printing., Specisl thanks to
Sarash Mepatherley and Annalisa de Mercur for
writing and lots else - including spending
hours in my office watching me do 101
other things while we were supposad to be
editing the booklet,

IAN HARRIS
Education & Welfare Officer 1984/5

MARCH 1985
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INTRODUCTION = THE KEELE SET UP

NB INDENTED TEXT INDICATES A QUOTE FROM
THE UNIVERS1TY PADSPECTUS

REQUIREMENT

"In addition to the Principel sub jects,
each student must take Subsidiary

sub Jects, giving a totsl of not less
than four subjscts in 211"

In ganeral, this means that Kesle students
study two Subsidiary subjects., Students must
attend and pass thess courses - at lpast ono
in the First year snd both by the end of the
second yoar, (Exceptions to this are
International Relations, Philosophy Politics
end Economics and Applied Social Studies,
Students taking IR, PPE or ASS need only to
take ona Subsidiary course which must be

a science and must be passed by the end of
the second yasar).

"Studants must satisfactorily complete
their Subsidiary subjncts before they
are ollowed to procead to the final
axaminations"

This is a posh way of telling you that you can
be thrown out for failing to meet the require-
ments outlined above. Not many students fall
foul of this rule alone, but every year several
students are at risk and a handful are

actually suspended or thrown out for failing
one or more Subsida, You should by now be
asware thgt Subsids are an important part of

tha Keele degres.

SIGNIFICANCE

L LA L

“In determining the clase of Honours
awordnd, the standard attained in the
Subsldiary subjects may be taken into
account”

It is indicative of the importance of Subsids
at Keele that the examiners have the discration
to take them into account when awarding the
final deqree. This is normally only done in

bordarline cases.

Subsidiary subjects passed appear on the
Dagren Certificate hera, and thus Subaids

can bo sean as part of your degree. Unlike
Subsidlary courses in many other institutions,
Keele Subsids are externally moderated.

WHEN?

"Subsidiary subjecto will eech be
studiod for one year, elther both
in the First Principal yesar, or one
in each of the first end eecond

Principal years"

Thare are a number of factors that may influence
your decision on this point, IF there is a
course thet you are very keen to study that s
full this year, then there is a temptation to
wailt until noxt year rather than take a

course that you would sooner not study. It

i{s also ugeful to consider your other
committments. If one or more of your
principal coursas has Part Dna Final exams

at the end of the second Principal year, you
may well prafer not ta have Subsidiary exams
to worry sbout as well,




PPE studente aro generally recommended to take
their Subsid during the second Principal year
due to the haavy workload in tha first
Princlpal year. IR and Npplied Social

Studles students are genorally recommanded

to take the Subald in tho First Principal
year, as the Princlpal workoad gets

heavier In the second Principal year.

If you opt to take two Subsids in the first
Principal year, you are at liberty to drop
ona of them at any stage during the year

{or Fail one at the and of tho year) if you
wish. However, 1f you are taking one in
gach of the first two years, you are
required to complete and pass them both
without that flexibility. It is this factor
that leads most students to sian up for two
Subsids in tha first year

Ultimately the decision liss with you, DOne
other factor that may influence you is the
cholce reatriction in any one year (beluw),

CHOICE RESTRICTICN IM ANY ONE YEAR

"yith the present teaching timstable,
it ia not possible to study two
Subisidary sub jects from the same
8pard of Studies in the same year"

Tabla One (over) is the classification of all
krele Subjects into the throe boards of studies.
Mot all of these are offered at Subsidiary

lavel — some of them are only offered as
Subafda, As it says, you can only take one
Subsid in any one year from the same board.
{This does not apply to students following

tha Concurrent Certificate in Education course).

Classification of Subjocts

A Board of Amarican Studles, Greek or Greek Studies, Latin or Roman
Humanities Studles, English Lenguogn and Literature, French,
German, History, Music, Philosophy, Ruasian or Russi
Studlos.
B: Board of Applied Soclal Studles, Economics, Geography, Inter-
lonal Relati M Science, Politics,

Soclal Sclances

C: Board of
Matural Sciences Biology, Chemistry, Computer Sclence, Electlronics,

GENERAL CHOICE RESTRICTION

F Law, g
Psyrhology, Sociology & Social Anmthropology, Theory
and Practice of Education.

Applied Stalistics & Operatlonal Rusenrcthluchernhtw.

Geology, Mathematics, Physics, Astronomy, Geo-
chemistry, Geophyslca,

"gt loast one subject, either Principal
or Subsidlary, must be chosen from Groups
A and B combined and at least one from

Group C"

In plain language this means that all students

must take nt least one science ond one non-

science subject, This is an intsgral part of
the Keele ldeal of s broad based higher
education. fNuite a lot of students are

worried by the prospect of having to atudy a

subject in an area that they Fesel weak in,
Very few students actually have resl difficult-
jes in meating this coures requirement.

It is malnly arts students thnt are concerned
by having ko toke a science subject. Most of
the C board dopartmants provide subslidiery
courses that are speclally designed for non-
scientints, Students that feel they do have

a weakness should be prepared to put in some
extra work, For Subsid courses, a little extra
work can compensate for a large lack af ability,

*princlpal and Subsidiary courses to be knoun
as "Statistica™ from Autumn 1985




A subject that you have studied at school is
likely to he less of a mystery to you than

a completely nzu area. Da not be afraid to
approach your tutor if you do find a course
dlffleult, The Faw students that ranlly
atruggle each ynar could usually hava

enally avolded difficultina by simply
spraking to people in the departmant.

AYAILABILITY

Students taking tha Foundation Yeer sign

up for their Subsid courses during the
aqummnr term of FY. Students entering Keole
for three year courses sian up for Subsida
fn the first few hectic days at Koole. In
the past, this has meant a huge advantage
for FY students 1n torms of availability of
courans, Recently, however, a guota system
has hean introduced to make the system more
fair, and most of the aduantage to FY's has

bheen removed,

Foundation Year studonts do still have a great
advantage in having more time to gaugs

npinlons and choose courses. Three year students
arn urgad to try to find the time to read this
boollet and to sheop around as much as possible
in the vary limited tims availsble to you. A
chat with one of the tutors in a potential

Subsid department could prove very informative.

ASSESSNENT

A1l Subsids have some Form of examination at
the and of the year in which they are studied.
Somn have ane paper and some twoj somn take
worl diuring tha year into account and soma
dnn't, Sme individunl course entries for
datatln,

The exams are in June, ond the results are
pnated soon after tha end of term 1n July.
You can phone the Students' Union for your
results (0782 625411) but they will be sent
to you during the summer vacetion.

There ara two classes of passj Pass and
Digtinction. A student galning a
Distinction at their First sattempt at a
particular Subsid is eligible for a prize in
the form of a cradit at the University
Bookshop, This currently stands at E£10
although may change before this booklet is
raviaed,

Studnnta falling the axam in June may resit
the Suliaid in August., Many students who fall
one of two in the First Principal year (and
therefore ara not required to pass the exam
they havn failed) choose not to resit, A
student who does not resit the exam in a
Subsid (and similarly a student who drops out
of the course before the June exam) 1s not
allowed to take that particular course agein
the following year. A student who falls in
June and August may take the course again tha
following year if they so wish,

MORE THAN TWO SUBSIOS

Enthusiastic students are quite at libarty to
study morn than two Subsido if they so wish.
Dun to the timetable restricticns, only three
Subsids can be studied in any one year, and
thus o maximum of six is possible., (Students
are not allowsd to take Subsid exams in their
final year). Such axtremes are not recommended,
although thers is a lot to be sald for taking
an axtra Subsid Iin sn area of interest or one
that is supportive to e Prlncipal course.
Providing Subsid regquiremente are satiefied,




it i1s guite acceptasbls to attand extra
Subsids without aftting the exam at the end
of the year, subject to t

dapartmsnt.’ J he spprovel of the

A FEW'TIPS DN HOW 7O CHIOSE

There are three broad aress that ahould be
borne in mind when choosing Subsidsi

1) INTEREST: It is cbviously a great

advantage to choose m Subsid in an area
that is of interest, The course is likely
to prove to be mors rewarding and less
difficult. Howsver, there are other
factors to consider.

2) VOCATIUNAL: As mentionad befors, Subsids

are an important part of the Keele degres,
As such, many Keele graduates Find thair
Subsid passes useful in getting jobs, It
may seam like early days to ba thinking in
these terms, but with the competition for
Graduate employment so flerce at the momant,
:z ifn:?ulauhla to at losst bear this Factor

3) SUPPORTIVE: Many Subsids are designed to be

supportive to Principal subjacts, and thera
is = strong erqument for choosing st least
gnr u: Yﬁu; Subsids on this basis., If a
rincipa apartment has a stron
they will doubtless let you knnugngzzzeizncﬂ'
soon enough, This can occasfonally lead to a
astudent getting confused, with conflicting
advice from their departments, Remember that
your Principal departments can only recommend
;:3 advise. Ultimately the choice liss with
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SECOND YEAR LANGUAGE STUDENTS

ModarnLanguage students sometimes wish to

go abraod for the summer term of their

second Principal year. If such a student

has cutstanding Subsidiary requirements,

they may be allowed to sit the Subsid exem

at the end of the spring term. A student
foreseeing this problem should see the Senior
Tutar in the first instance.

CONCURRENT CERTIFICATE IN EDUCATION

This coursa is not a Subsid ms such, but i= =
useful route to a professlonal teaching
certificate. Academically it counts as

one Subsid., It is only open to Foundation
Year students. Maths and English Language

0 level or equivalent are required.

The coursa consists of lectures, tutorlals
and teaching methods closses. Students are
also raquired to geln practical teaching
exparience, normally at the end of the summer

vacations,

Students taking this course continue with it
until they graduate, It can be dropped at

the end of P1, but can only exempt the student
from having to take another Subsid if it is
continued until the snd of P2,

The department points out that it is an
attractive routs to become a qualified
teacher, in that it takes only four years
(including FY), which is no longer than a
threa year degree with a one yrar postgraduate

teachar training coursa.




Students point out that the workload is much
greater than a Subsid course, indeed some
1iken it to » third Principal. All FY's are
circulated with inforcmation and are invited
to intervisw in the departmant.

SEX_SCANDAL

It £a hoped that this publication will prove
useful to you in choosing your Subsids, It
should be emphasised that it 1s only a guide,
and that more information end advice should

be sought if possible,

Finally, it is worth pointing out that although
Subsids are very important at Keele, they are
minority time courses. Students have been
knoun to put huge effort into their Subsids

at the expense of their Principal courses,
Again, it is worth consulting your departmants
if you feasl that you may be misallocating

your tima.

12
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“'A' BOARD
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AMERICAN STUDIES

The course is entitled "Democracy in America
since 1750" The time apan is from befora
the revolution to around the depression of
the 1930'a.

There are three hours per week: two lectures

{one of which 1s an sudio-visual session) and one

tutorial, The lectures ere said to be
interesting, although not always relevant
to the rest of the course, Tutorials are
genarally praised by the students, groups
being about 6-8 students.

The department points out that the course can
vary somewhat from year to year due to staff
changes, The precise Form of any particular
ypars offerings are posted on the departmental
notice board. The coursa tutpor is willing to
answer any quastions you may have about ths
course before you sign up. Tho tutors
teaching the course are sald to be very
approachable on the whole,

A minimum of two essays are sat during the
yaar, although some tutors may require more.
Assessment for the course is based entirely

on one threa hour exam at the end of the

year. A student has to answer three questions
From about twenty, and most students find

the exam Falr, Students seem to find the
course interssting and well taught.
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ENGLISH

The deportment offers two courses — a) Narrative
and b) Drama, both of which eim to stimulate

an interest in reading. Twice as many

studente take Narrative as take Drema.

There are two lectures per week, Thase may
anly be interesting iF they are relavant to
the booke a student decldes to study. Wowaver,
many are very interesting with some use of
audio-visual alds,

There ia one tutorial per week, with an
averags size of 6-7. Students are expocted
to read one book per week or fortnight,
depending on the tutor. Tutorials can ba
very interesting, far more worthwhile than

lecturrs,

An asany per term has tao ba done, and dead-
lines aro strict, but are genarally at the
end of term, These are teken into account,
amounting to one third of the final mark.
Tutors are very approachable although only
a few (wainly science) students report any
difficultiee,

Thare is one thres hour paper in Juna, [t
is posaible to ba fairly solective in choice
of books for both study and revision.

The department is looking lnto an extra option
in Lingulstics and Prose, but this will be
ready by 1986 at the earlieat,
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FRENCH I

FOR_STUDENTS WITH 'A' LEVEL FRENCH OR EQUIVALENT

As a small number of students take the course,
lecture times are used mainly for seminar :
classes which are seen as compulsory to sll
intents and purposes. There wers eight
studente in the group last year.

The course consists of a literature and a
language element, the former being better
received by moat of the students than the
latter. Students generslly found the language
streom unimaginative and tedious. There is

no oral element,

Students are raquired to write two literaturs
sssays in the year, plus languvage work svery,
week or two., The course is assessed on two
three hour exams, one literature and one
language, The language paper includes
translation from and into French.

The department points out in the prospectus
that it may only ba able to offer one of the
Subsid courses in any one year, so it is best
to check with the department if interested.

18

FRENCH II

FOR STUDENTS WITHOUT FRENCH BEYOND '0' LEVEL
OR EQUIVALENT

Class sizes vary from year to year depending
upon numbers registering for the courss, but
there seems to be a preference for seminar
style teaching rather than lecture/tutoriel
methods if numbers permit,

The langusge element is confined to translation
from French into English only. This part of

the course is poorly received by most students,
who seem to find it neither challenging/interest-
ing, nor well taught,

Students seem to find the course texts for
1iterature more interesting and this part
of the course i{s sald to be well tsught,

Students sre required to do some language work
almost every week, and to write two literature
essays during the year. The course is assessed
on two three hour papers, one literature and
one translation from French into English,

The department points out in the prospectus
that it may only be sble to offer one of the
Subsid courses in any one year. If they did
drop one, it probably wouldn't be this one
but check with the department Just in case,
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GERMAN

The course 1s aimed primarily at students

who have not previoualy studied German., It
sesks to give students s reading knowledge

of German and to enable them to read independ-
ently with the aid of dictionaries. Students
expecting more than this from the course will
be disappointad.

There are threes hours of teaching per week,
usually two lectures and one seminar class

for language. Students report a good standard
of teaching and helpful stalf., Ihe courss

is said to be herd work, although this takes
the Form of preparation rather than work to

be handed in, Attendance tends to fall as &
result of this,

Assessment 1s based entirely upon two three

hour axams. The first is a translation from
German inta English with the use of a dictionary,
the second a literature question including
translating part of a set text without a
dictionary,

Students emphasise that the course is much
harder for studesnts who have 1little experience
studying lenguages. Most feel that the coursa
13 worth tha little extra effort required.
Students are all given some short texts during
the year; weaker students are given help and
extra tasts. The department intends to introduce
some audio alds from 1985,
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GREEK STUDIES

The course consists of two lectures per week,
ona on Greek history and the other on Greek
srchitecture and art, 5tudents sesm to
enjoy the variasty and quality of teaching.
Good audio-visual materlial is used for the
Art and Architecture course.

There is also one tutorinl per week on Greek
literature in translation (Momer, drama, Plate).
No knowledge of the Greek language is

required for the coursa.

The written workload is somswhat agreater than
soma Suhsid courses, with threa essays
required for the literature course and two

for the lacture course. Aseosament is basmd
on two three hour papers, one on the lacture
course and the other on the literatura coursm.

Tha staff are said to be approachable, friendly
and halpful, This course seems to be worth a
littla extra sffort if the subject interests
you,

The deparkment would 1ike to establish a
beglnnors fGireek course as well, but thers are
no fFicm plana as yot,
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Hisrony 1

"FROM REFORMATION TO REVOLUTION 1517=1789"

This course follows the political and
intellrctusl evolution of Europe from

Martin Luther to the ntart of the French
Revolution. Streass is laid on the rise and
fall of absolutism and on the growing
secularisation of Europsan thought and culture,

This is a pew course and so studank comment
is thin on the ground. Mowaver, it appears
to be auite an interesting course and the
workload i3 not hmavy. Currantly only one
lecture and one tutorial aro used, although
this may increase to two lectures. Tutorials
are weekly for the First two tecrms, with
optional revision classes in term three.

Nssassment consists of one exam paper in June.

This shnuld be an enjoyable course if this period

of European history interosts you,
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NI1STORY 11

CHANGE AND CONTINUITY IN BRITAIN 1714-1914

This coursa looks at the mature of pre-
industrial society, the impact of industrial-
f{sation and looks at the structure of
tndustrial society From 1840 to 1914,

furrently only one lecture slot per wook is
used, although this mny increase to two, The
1nctures are said to be intaresting on the
whale.

There ars weekly tutorials for tha first two
terms and optional revision classes in tha
third term. Tutors are said to nenerally

bn Aulte helpful and approachable,

The eouran fs not satd to ha especlally
“1rficull, but studnnbtn sugnest that 1t le
advpntaneous to have sludled history previously.
penaasmant ia in the Form of one three hour

L&z 111

The workload is not particularly heavy, this Subsid

is rncommeznded especially For students who
hava lonked at this period before and wish to
loolk into it further.
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HISTORY T11

INTERNATIONAL HISTORY 1914-1945

The course consiats of part of the Principsl
stream which 15 a component of the International
Nalations degram. As a result of this, students
may only study this course il their timetable
permits lecturn attendance = ao check this

out bafore you sign up.

There 1s one lecture per wenml, (which 1s sald
to be variable), but most lectures are
interesting. Tutorials are weekly Fer the
first two terms, with an optional revision
course in the summer term. Students preparn
one tuterial each term for the group - which
leads to tha critlcism that ono only leatns

a Few topica in depth, There is one assay
nnr term alean.

The tuters are said to be approachable and
nuite lenient, and it is said to be a
relatively eaay course. Rercommendad for
sturlents who have no prior knouwledge of the
field, as it is said to ba Etaught on this

basis.
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LATIN

This course is intended to be a beginners
lannuana course for students who have not
previously atudied Latin. It is designed to
nnable students to translate a Latin text

with the ald of a dictlonary once they complots
the course.

It is sometimes possible For the department to
offer an alternative course for students who
hawe qualiflications in Latin. Enquire at

the Clansics department if you are interested
in such a course, It Ls only possible iFf
sufficinnt numbers apply and timetable
pormits,

Bring a small Subsidiary, teaching is done in
tutorial or seminar form only. The course is
wnll recommanded by the students, both i{n

terms of course content and staff enthusiasm.

Ihe workload ls somewhat heavier than most
Sub=ida, with languann exerclises required
woekly, It Is also suggrsted that a back-
nround in other languages makns Lhe coursa
masier, Students who bave completed the
course sungest that they Found it interesting
and worthwhile,

The standard course has one exam at the end of
the year, although tha alternative course may
have two papers,
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nusIic

The coursn ia recommendod for students with

some Inakrumental ability and a widm interest in
music = although previous musical experiencae ins
not a renquirement, It deals with muaical
information placed in the context of the history

of music.

Thers are two teaching hours per week, one lecture
and ona option group. Tuo optlons are atudied

par tecm. Students oenerally racommend both the
Jectures and tha nption clanses. Tha latter ore
sald ko require quite a lot of work, and written
work deadlines are strict,

Thera is one sxam papar which counts as half af
tha Final aasessment, the other half is examined
in the form of a project or » performanco of
aoma kind.

The tutors are said to he enthusiastlc and
anpreachabla, and the couras is recommendnd

by thosn who bave taken it, suggesting that its
worth the nxtra work involved For students
interested in mu=ic.
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PHILOSOPHY "A*

e —

Tha course is designed for students reading s
Frincipal Science, although it is open to all
atutlents., It looks at the histery of Sclence
fn tha 17th century in the first term, and than
at prablams in tha philosophy and history of
aselnnern, In part drawing on the historicel
materlal of tha Flrst term,

The coutse has been changed guite radically

in the past yearj possibly in response to much
criticism of the old styln course, It would be
unfalt tn try to comment on the new course, na

a result of these major changes. The department
hopns thnt the reputntlon that the old course
had fnr belng hard will noon bo lost,

Thern are three e=says Ln the year which count
townrrds the final assessment. The new style
coursa has only ona end of year exam.
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PHILOSOPHY 'B°

An introduction to moral and political
philosophy. 0One term is concerned with the
nature of right and wrongj one term with moral
problems (eg war, sbortion)j and one term with
political philosophy,.

There have been considerable changes to this
course recently, The old style course was much
criticised. The new course seesms to be
considered interesting, although it would be
unfair to commant since it is still in its
first year.

There is currently only ono lecture per waek
but this may reasume to two. There are three
essays per year and these are taken into
account. The deadlines for these are strict.
The reading 1ist has bren roduced for the new
course, and there is only one three hour exam
at the end. The department has put some effort
into making this course more attractive of late.

28
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ECONOMICS

This course has been revised considerably in
the past couple of years, and now consists of
three spplied areas of economics. This year
they are Welfare, Conservation and Pollution
and Labour economica, The areas offered
depend on staff avallable, Please note that
the 1985/6 University Prospectus antry is not
accurate.

Students suagest that this new course requires
no pravious knowledge of economics, and is
taught in a comprehensive and interssting
manner, Those who have studied 'A' laval
sconomics are not bored esince it is very
differsnt from the 'A' level.

There are two lactures per week with consultancy
hours available where tutorials might otherwise
be. There are three sssays per year and one
papar at the end,

Essay deadlines are sald to be strict, but there
i1s little evidence to suggest that thls is a
tough course.
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GEOGRAPHY

The course concentrates on developmant problems
in the third world, peripheral parts of the
British Isles such as Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland and on disadvantaged groups
and areas of North Amarica.

There are lectures and procticals. Some weeks
thara are two lectures, other weeks one lecture
and one two hour practical. Lectures are
presented well with a good deal of audio-visual
matarial., The subject matter is said to be
variable. Practicals incorperate elementary
statistical techniquea and map work.

There are two essaya in the year plus practical
work to be handad in after sach one, Work
doadlines are said to be strict.

The course is sald to be attractive to overseass
students who are particularly interested in the
development thaery and third world sactions

of the course.

There are two three hour papers at the end of
the year, and students are required to satisfy
the department in written and practical work
as waell,
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POLITICS

The eourses consists of a survey of the problems
of politice ond govarnment in developed and
developing countries. Ay comparing western
liberal democratic systems (UK, USA, France)
with state socialist systems (USSR}, the course
locks at the applicability of these models

to the third world. No prior knowledge of
politics 18 assunod.

Lnctures ace sald to bo varishle in guality,
both in terms of the subject matter end the
lecturer. Tutorial qroups vary in size from
sbout 6-10. Students comment that tutorials
tend to turn into genasral discussions, and that
attendance nven in tutorlals is gensrally poor,
despite the Fact that they are compulsory.

Two essays are required during the yearj they
do not enunt townrds the firal work. NAsseasment
is based entirely on one thres hour naper.

Tha tutors are on the whole spproachable and
the course is not viewed as particularly
difficult or challenging by the students.

PSYCHOLOGY

—_—

The cnurse studima three central areas of
psychnlony in inguiry and the implication of
these Lnquiries for human behaviour. In
recant years these hava included child
development, cognitive psychology, educational
psychalogy and social psychology.

fhere acts two lectures par week, and one
tutnrial, Lectures vary, some being excellent,
othrm tedlous and boring.

Tutorlals have an avernga size of 6. The
amount of praparation neondod depends on the
tutnr, hut generally consisting of a certain
amount of readinq from the course books. The
books in 1984/5 were Hunts The Universe

Pithin, Murphy, John and Brown: Dialogues

and Debata in Social Psychology, and Branthwaite

and Rogecst Children Growing Up, although these
may be changnd and there are plans to drop the
Hunt in favour of the deportment's own book on
cognitive paycholony, which is now ready.

Ileadlines are strict with one essay per term
being renuired. These are not too difficult and
staff acrn approachable, although there may be
eome disppproval of students who simply regacd

a psychology Subsid as an easy option.

Assessment ia by two three hour exam papers,

and tha three essays during the year, the msoays
amounting to onn third of Lhe final mark. Tha
exams arn not very difficult, This Subsid has

a particularly clear structure so that students
always know what work is expected.
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'C' BOARD
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ASTRONOMY

The courso troces ths history of nstronomy from
the hresks untll ths prasent, and attempts to
nive an accurate picture of the Universe in the
iiqht of modern observaticnal technigues. No
previous experience of science or maths is

required.

Thnre are two lectures and ona threa hour
practlcnl per wenk, Lecturss are generally
conaidernd to be nood, with extensive use of
alidrne and Films, The Practicals can be

nuite difficult, and students say that thay
are often too lonn and demanding, Tuters and
denpnatrators are said to be helpful. Tharn
are ahnut twenty students in o group. Visits
to the obseruatory are included if the wnather

L= apnd.

writben work conasiats nf practical weite upn,
which make up 204 ef the Final mark,  No student
will be alloued to pasa the course without
attending practicals., The deadlinm for tha

work are rot strict, but the work piles up
excasalvely 1f thay are neglected for too long.

There are two thres hour pxams at the end of
the yoar, which cover the whole of the course
and are seen to ba fair, but challenging.
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BIOLOGY

This course is not avallable to those who have
taken Riolony or Human Biology at 'A' level,
Thn course covers Human Physiology, Human
Genntics and Human Tranamittable Diseases.

There are two lectures and one three hour
practical each week, Lectures are 'compulsory',
with a rngister being taken, These are good,
with helpful use of visual aids,

Practicals are held on WYednesday or Thuraday
afternoon, with 30-40 atudents, No preparstion
is necessary. Thoy are said to be quite
rntertnlning but often they repeat the matarial
ofiven In lectures. Materisl is sometimes
langthrned to take up the three hours, even
whan the work set doasn't require it.

Practicala hava to be written up and glthough
the deadlines are strict, there is not much
work involved. Tutora are not particularly
approachable but help is rarely needed with
work.

Clasa tents are nlven throughout the year but
these are only taken into account in borderline
cases, This is also true of practicals,

hssessment fa by one three hour exam which
consista nf about 160 multiple choice/short
answer questions. For this reason, the
whole course noeds to be learned, The
dopartmont will not allow students to asee
past papers, This system mekes regular
attendance essential,
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CHEMISTRY 1

FOR STUDENTS WITH "' LEVEL CHEMISTRY OR
ENUIVALENT

ed with those
t to the bioclogical
1ifiad student

The course is largely concorn
arens of chomistry of Interes
sciences, but is open to any qua
interested.

There are tws hours of lectures per waek, which
are sald to be quite taxing. There is al:r a
three hour practical, although anmetimasd mn
slot is used for problem sessions 1natu:1. .
rogistor is taken at all clsas::.anzr:za ca
uritten vp avery we
g::gltgn:aare quite itrlct. Little preparation
1s nended beforehand.

ls count for 3% of ths final mark,
and n satisfactory completion of tha prnctligir“
work is a requirement to pass the cnurse; ’
are alsn two three hours exams at the and o

the yaarc,

The practica

Somn parts of the course aro taught in numm:ﬂ)
with Chemistry 1T (currently spring term :?bIlit
The course tutors seem tp vary in approacha Y
and students amphasise the leaning towards
biochemistry.
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CHEMISTRY II

FOR STUDENTS WITH '0' LEVEL CHEMISTRY OR
EQUIVALENT

There are two lecturss per week, which are not
well received on the whole. The course has
some elements in common with Chemistry 1, and
similarly has a bias toward biological sciences.
A register is taken at lectures,

Practicels are said to bs theoretical, difficult
and not especially interesting., Some previous
knowledge of the subject and sbility at matha
are sald to be needed. The department will
allow students to take their practicals at

times other than Wednesday afterncon if they
wish,

The praecticals account for 30% of the final work,
a pass in laboratory work is required to pass

the course. There are also two thres hour exams
at the end of the year.

Some students feel that the tutors are not really
interested in Subsid teaching, but the course

is useful for those interested, especially
Principal biologists or biochemists.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE

Students taking this course must have '0'
lavel Maths, unless they get special permission
fram the Head of Department.

Tha course aims to teach basic organisation

of computer systems, practical programming and
computer applications. Students have to choose
options (or modules) from a range of blocke
offered. Some modules have "A' lavels or
certain sarlier modules as prerequisites for
entry, The modules offered may vary from year
to year.

There are two lecturcs a week which are not
compulsory. There have been several complaints
in the past that lectures sre extremsly boring
and consist mainly of paraphrases from the
course book, There are no tutorials at all,
although there are optional surgeries at
lunchtimea, which vary widely in size, depanding
on how many students choose to turn up.

Two programmes per term bave to be prepored and
these can be quite difficult, particulerly for
non-matha students. Thus extensive work on
computers is nocessary outside timetabled hours,
Tutors are generally approachable (same may
remain anonymous) but the surgeries, run by
postgrads, can be very helpful, Deadlines for
proqrammas are very strict,

Assessment 1s done by one three hour exam at the
end of the year, with programmes being taken
into consideration in borderline cesas.
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GEONCHEMISTRY

Mo detailed knowledge of Geology or Chemistry
{s assumed, but soms scientific background 1s
needsd. The lecturs course as advertised

in the Univaersity Prospectus (1985-6) has been
revised somewhat = see the dapartment for
datails, Students say that they are very good,
and that a background in chemistry is helpful.

Laboratory work consists of tralning in
analytical techniques and prospecting methods.
These are compulsory and include field trips
which are said to be very good, A lot of
graph drawing is required.

written work consists of practical write ups
and field reports, There ls no essay require—
mant, Thn work i{s not difficult, tutors are
aald to be approachable and 1ittle additional
work is required if a student attends classes

renqularly.

The laboratory work will ba taken into eccount
at the end of the year, along with the two
three hour exam papers. These exams are not
said to be very difficult, although Principal
fieology students have a dafinite sdvantege.
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GEDLOGY

The cource covera tho origin and evolution of
the Earth, the physical and chemical processes
operating on and below the surface and their
products and the origin and evolution of 1life.
The coursa concentrates on developmentsmade

in Geology in tha last twenty yesrs.

Thare are two lecturea per weak with a two hour
practical and a one hour revision practical.
There are also fleld trips. The lectures are
asaid to vary in nuality, and some uso i{s made
of slides. A register is taken at lectures.

No preparation is needed For the practicals,
which ars not well receifved on the whols, and
are sald to add little to the lecture material.
The work i{s not sald to be difficult, eg
drawing rocks and copying down their labels.

Practical write ups are tha only written work
renuired, and this can often be done in the
class. Thesa are checked termly. Tutors vary
in their anthusiasm and helpfulness, whereas
the demonstrators are said to be very approach-
able,

There are two three hour papers, one essay
paper and one practical paper. They ere said
to be guite hard. Practical work will only
be taken into account in borderline cases.

GEDFPHYSICS

The course introduces the study of the structura
and properties of the Earth's interior, the
physical technigues used to investigate the Earth
and geophysicel exploration for oil and

minerala., A Physics or Maths 'D' level is
normally a course requirement,

There ore two lectures and one three hour
practical por week. Lectures are not caompulsory,
although s register is scmetimes taken. The
lectures nre considersd good on the whole,
although there is some variation in guality.

Mo preparation is needsd for the practicals,
which have about 15-20 studsnts eech. The
interest value of these varies. Some are done
through field trips which can be very enjoyable.
Some arn mathematicel with use of computers,
and these can be very hard.

Practical write ups are the only written work,
for which the deadlines are not strict. The
work presents few problems, and the tutors
(especially pustgrads) are sald to be very
approachable,

Practical work is taken into account at the end
of the year, along with two three hour theory
papers. Geology or Physics studonts are seid
to be at an advantage, especlally Geologists.

44
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MATHEMATICS I

FOR_STUDENTS WITH MATHS 'A' LEVEL OR EQUIVALENT

This course is considered suitable For students
taking a science or a quantitative social

sclience Principal. The course currently includes
linear algebra, calculus,functione of several
variables, vector analysis and differentisl
equations,

Students point out that the lectures cover a
lot of material and at a very qulck pece. Some
comment that they needed to do consliderable
work to back up the lecture attendance.

Tutorials are large, and some written work

is required weekly. Students on the whole report
friendly and approachsble tutors. The written
work is considered to be quite hard,

There is little consensus as to the difficulty
of the course overasll, Most conceds that it is
hard, hut those that enjoy maths report that

the cource is not very difficult for a competent
mathematician., The department emphasises the
importance of attending the lectures in order

to follow the course. There is one three hour
paper at the end of the year.
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MATHEMATICS 11

FOR_STUDENTS WITH MATHS 'O' LEVEL OR EQUIVALENT

The department has changed the course quite
considerably of late, and hopas that the name
"Maths for Morons™ will soon be dropped, Thae
coursa atarts with some 'D' lavel materiel
revised and continues with topicas such as
algebre, coordinete geometry and celculus.

The importance of the lectures is emphasised
hy the department., Students somstimes strugglse
with the content of these and the guality of
lecturing varies.

The tutorinl groups are large and students
report these to be quite helpful and not too
challenaing if » little effort is made. Written
work is reguired every week or two, and the
staff are sald to be helpFul,

Aasessment is based on one three hour exam.

Those who make some effort report few difficulties,
although the term "Maths for Morons" is felt to

be inappropriate by most. Tha course is now

nuite challenging.

The new style course seams to be much improved,
but may not exist any more Ln this Form for
1986/7 entry, so check basfore you try to sign
Upe.
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PHYSICS |

THE_NATURE OF MATTER

for students who have studied physics for at
least one year beyond '0' level, this course
covars modorn topics such as quantum theory,
relativity, nuclear physics and the physics

of sollds.

lhe coursn consists of lectures which are
genacally considered quite nood, and compulaory
practical classas. Tha practicals are
constdarad to be qulte inkerasting and nnt too
taxing. M high leval of instrument foilure

has bren critlcised.

Written work zonsists of practlical write ups,
and this counts towards the Final asseasmant,
There are also two examg in the summer.

This coucsn la sald te be of soms relavance to
nthar Principal seiencas ant is recommardnd for
=tudents who have on Intornst in the sub Joct
matter covearnd., The group btaking this course
1a usually vary small (4 or 5) but tho cournsn
is nenerally wall received by those who take it.

a8

MYSICS 11

ENERGY_STUDIES

Mo previous knowledge of physics is

presumed For this course, and it is not for
students who have studied the subject beynnd
' level, It is deslgned to give a basic
understanding of the physics of energy, how
this knowledge is exploited and other
nuestions related to the provision of enerny
supplins.

The lectures are said to be fairly good on
the whole, with a Fair amount of Film and
slide material used. Practical classes
include visits, problem classes and videos
as well as experiments,

One easay and 10 practical write ups are
renuired in the year, and this forms a
significant part of the overall assessmant,
There are also two papers at the end of the

yaar.

Most students recommend thes course on the
whole, and found the tutors helpful. fAevision
sesslons are provided, and the course is
conaldered to be rolatively eosy for non-
scientists as well ns scientists. This course
has hocoma increasingly popular in the past
few years,
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STATISTICS

The course is avallsble to students with or
without a qualification in stetistics (even
those with "A' level Statistics). It is
designed for students to becoms acauainted
with the mothods of statistics and to
acquira facility in atatistical calculations.

Studant comment on the quality of lsctures
varies, although most see attendance as
nocessary to follow the course. Comprahensive

handouts are given.

Example classes (tutorials) are better
received and are sald to be very useful and
informativa, Homework is given sach week.
The tutors are generally said to be friendly
snd approachable.

Thn course is exemined entirely on one three
hour paper at the end of the year. Many
students claim to have found the course
difficult and yet still passed the exam.
Clesrly some previous study of Statistics
is a great advantage.

This courss may not be auvsileble in its present

form for 1986/7 entry, so check up on this before

you choose.
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APPENDIX ONE

AVERAGE NO OF STUDENTS ON COURSE 1982-85

AMERICAN STUDIES

ENGLISH

FRENCH

GERMAN

GREEK STUDIES
HISTORY

I.ATIN

MUSsIC
PHILOSOPILY *n?
PHILOSOPHY 'A°
ECONOMICS
GEOGRAPHY
POLITICS
PSYCHOLOGY
ASTRONOMY
AIOLOGY
CHEMISTRY

COMPUTER SCIENCE

GED-CHEMISTRY
GEOLOGY
GED-PHYSICS
MATHEMATICS
PHYSICS
STATISTICS

75
49
n
37
22
95
12
15
17

73
32
50
110
70
108
34
118
13
59
29
184
46
66

a)
b)

a)

b)
b)

c)

c)

a)

d)

d)
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NOTES

a) Breakdown of figures for courses within
department not aveilable,

b) Large fluctuations in intake each year,

c) Subatantial decline in atudents on courss
within four ysarsa

d) Substential increase in students on course
within four years,

Do note that the number of studants starting
any course will be considerably higher than
those remaining on course in June, 1982-4
figures used wers for June, whereas 1985
figures were those on course at time of
going to press, ie March., This mhould not
causa any nignificant distorction,
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APPENDIX TwD

AVERAGE JUNE FAILURE RATE 1962-84

Thers in some debate within the Univeraity as
to whother it is valld to publish Fallure
rate fiqures or not, The last issun of Wot
Subsid has bean accusad of being misleading
by emphaslsing figures that may be deceptive
if looked at in isclation,

The Senior Tutor pointed out in a paper on
this subjact in 1983 thak "Even in a large
Subsidiary class a small change in tha
number of students Falling can make a very
substantinl change in tha porcentage fallure
rate," He also points out that some students
choose to concentrate on other exams with

a view to probably having to resit a Subsid
in August, Also, certain courses attract
people es extra Subsids, but those students
will not be seriocusly trying to pass the
exam. In short, the figures as presentod
here show you soma of the story and not all
of 1t.

The overall sverage faeilure rate in any one
year almost always lies within 10-15%, The
Senior Tutor's. 1983 Paper indicated that
between 1976 and 1982, Philosophy 'A', Geooraphy,
Pstronomy, Geology and Geochsmistry reqularly
had a fallure rate of around 20%. Most of
thesa departmesnts rates have dropped slince,
Astronomy point out that theolr overall rale
for June and fugust is not out of line, and
fhilosophy "A' anticipate a lower rate for
their new improved course.
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The size of the sample must be tasken into
account, Latin and Philosophy '8' look like
extrems vanlues, but the smmples are teo

small For the percentages to have any meaning.
In 1984, one out of the soven Philosophy 'B'
studonts and one out of the eight Latin
students failed.

There may be considarable differences betwaeen
failure rates of courses within departments,
the breakdown for which is not aveilable, Also,
please nnte that aince the lssue of fallure
rate dlecrepancy gained wide publicity within
tha University, there has been s tendancy for
the figures to move towards the norm, The
threa year sample does nol show that in all
casaes (Eunqrnphy and Statistics especially
have had a significant fall in Fall rate
since 1982)

Having randered the flqures victually maaning-
leaa, and urgnd you to traat that with
cautien — hore they arse.



AVERAGE JUNE FAILURE RATE 1982-84

ToraL  FAIL
AMEAICAN STUDIES 229 19 8.3
ENGLISH 138 1] 5.8
FRENCH B6 B 9,3
GE AMAN 97 16 16.5
GREEK STUDIES 72 7 9.7
HISTORY 283 23 8.1
LATIN 33 10 30,3
musiIc 46 10.9
PHILOSOPHY *AY 46 19.6
PHILOSORHY 'B' 42 3 T.1
ECONOMICS 208 20 9.6
GEOGRAPHY 102 28 27.5
POLITICS 144 13 9.0
PSYCHOLOGY 339 14 a,1
ASTRONOMY 219 54 24,7
BIOLOGY 339 35 10,3
CHEMISTRY 109 11 10.1
COMPUTER SCIENCE 351 64 1B.2
GEOCHEMISTRY 41 5 12.2
GEOLOGY 169 21 12.4
GEO-PHYSICS BO 6 7.5
MATHEMATICS 557 a9 16,0
PHYSICS 103 16 15.5

STATISTICS 197 43 21.8
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PPENDIX THREE
CLASS TIMES FOR SUBSIDIARY SUBJECTS 1985-87

iIf you have a mind to choose your Subsids on
the basis of the times that you will have to
attend classes - forget it. ALL SUBSID
LECTURES ARE AT ANTISOCIAL TIMES.

'A' BOARD

Lectures ara at 9,00MM on a Monday and 5,00PM
on a Thursday, All departments are supposed
to use both of thess slots, although
currantly one or two are only using one of
them, By 1985 probably all departments will
2 using both lecture times,

Jjutorials are arranged around the individuel
students' Principal timetable - there are no
szt hours as such.

Fhilosophy 'B' students please notethat you
take lectures in 'B' board hours, not 'A'
board.

‘3" BOARD

Lectures are at 5.00PM on a Monday and 9.00AnN
o0 a Wednesday. Both of these slots sre
vsead, it

Tutorials are arranged around the individual
students' timektable. Geography practical
=assions are pither on a Wednesday or Thuraday
afternoon,
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'C' BONRD

Lecturss are at 9,00AM on a Tuesday and S,00PM
on a Friday. Both of thase slots are used,
Matha has an alternative slot at 6,00PM on a

Monday.

Practical classes ara timetabled for a
Wndnesday afternoon. Soma of tha departments
are more willing to find alternative slots
for Sportspsopla and Actionpersons than
others. {See individual entriés).

Tutorinls are arranned around the fndividual
studants' timetable. k

CHECK_UP

Smnller courses may be able to rearrange
classes to more civillsed times. In sll cases
it is worth checking at the department before
you sign up iF the timing factor is important
to you for any reason.

All undergraduate courses in the University
(Subsids are no exceptien) have compulsory
tutorials and practicals, but lectures are
not compulsory. Certaln dopartments take a
reqister at lectures and take attendance
fiqures into sccount, making them virtually
compulsory. See individual entries for this

Factor,

NOTES



