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Undiplomatic continuation
of war by dramatic means

FRANK McGUINNESS made
his name with an excellent
play about the Ulster Protes-
tants who volunteered to fight
in the First World War, con-
fusing that conflict with their
own sectarian one in Ireland.

Observe the Sons of Ulster
Marching Towards the Somme
had an acute cultural empathy
that was all the more admirable
coming from the pen of a
Catholic nationalist writer. Now,
15years and many works later,
his new play, Dolly West’s
Kitchen, turns to the obverse of
that earlier situation - the
touchy subject of southern Ire-
land’s neutrality and the psy-
chological penalties it exacted
during what the people in the
Republic termed the “Emer-
gency” and everyone else
called the Second World War.

“Has the invasion begun?”
asks Michael Colgan’s Justin,
a heavily repressed officer in
the neutral Irish army, on ar-
riving home to find that his
mother has invited two sexy
young GIs to supper.

Geraint Lewis  The West's house is in Bun-
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Rima, the elderly West mother
i racy lack ofin-
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crana, Co Donegal, and over

the border the Allies are using

Northern Ireland as a base for

D-Day preparations. For

Justin, it is bad enough that

there are British soldiers even

there, butitis intolerable to be
expected to offer hospitality to
the pukka likes of Alec Redding

(Steven Pacey), an enlisted

former boyfriend of his sister

Dolly (the lovely Donna Dent).

Setting hormones and hearts

racing, the visitors prove that

this non-combatant household
is far from immune to conflict
and upheaval.

Patrick Mason’s Abbey

Theatre production is occa-

does folk good to let a bit of “bad-
ness” into a house.

If the “Yanks” were resent-
ed in England, the play shows
how neutrality made the prob-
lem worse for the Irish since,
in cases of sexual competition,
it left the natives vulnerable to
the charge of cowardice.
McGuinness has at times tore-
sort to anachronism to make
his valuable points. Would a gay
GI arriving for dinner with an
Irish family he barely knows be
so instantly “out”, as Perry
Laylon Ojeda’s outrageous
Marco who announces that he
has brought a taffeta dress
and a change of high-heels?

Throughout, MeGui i

sionally to

a venue the size of the Old Vic,
his fine cast have to pitch the
material a bit too hard But the
staging is also richly enthused
with the spirit of humane ac-
ceptance that is embodied in

is

admirably even-handed. A play

about the cost of neutrality,

Dolly West’s Kitchen is ironic

in demonstrating all the virtues
of not taking sides.

PAUL TAYLOR

Dolly Taylor Independent

Clipped By:

13

ianlharris
Dec 2025

Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



