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¢ or made? Both is the

Local easily stands

packed with promise.

beautifully served by

into collision with the

have sustained his

+ conclusion to be drawn from
¢ Exposure, the Royal Court’s
¢ 24th young writers’ festival,

¢ which every two years

t showcases the winning

. entries from a competition

b for 15- to 26-year-olds.

b Exposure can claim one

t major find in the shape of 23-
year-old Arzhang Pezhman
from Wolverhampton, whose

comparison with the best
new writing in town. The rest :
of the programme is also

Pezhman’s sharp comedy,

Marianne Elliott’s flawlessly
cast production, draws on the
author’s experiences of
working in his father’s
newsagent. Grudgingly
helping behind the till after
graduating, Darius comes

customs and customers that

domineering pa since he
came to England from Iran.
The trials of this confused,
mixed-race Brit are handled
with a blistering combination :
of wit and warmth. Pezhman
pushes the sitcom-worthy
material to extremes, turning :
the cadging local drunkard
(superb Alan Williams) from
a figure of fun into a raging

Packed with promise

ARE great playwrights born : 'I'Iieatre
. Exposure festival
: ROYAL COURT UPSTAIRS, SW1

: xenophobe. The viciousness
: of Raad Rawi’s rival

: shopkeeper shows how little
: sanctuary may be found in

: shared ethnicity.

Equally streetwise is the

preceding short, Drag-On, by
: 16-year-old Emmanuel De
: Nasciemento, a funny,

unflinching account of an

: unexpected romance
: between a white drag queen
: and a black womaniser.

In the other pairing, Good-

: Bye Roy, by 15-year-old Holly
: Baxter Baine, probes the

: inner thoughts of an Indian

: woman stuck in a Tube

: tunnel. Past and present are

: interwoven: bullyving father

: and placid partner are one

: and the same to Prya Lal,

: whose trauma will not heal.

Leo Butler's Made of Stone

: shows maturity in tracing a
: Sheffield family’s differing
: responses to bereavement,
: but is long and shapeless,

more a TV drama in embryo

: than a play. That said, I look
: forward to seeing more from

all of the above.

: Tickets: 020 7565 5000
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