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:at a high price
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Sisesssceces

.Cheap thrills

WHAT kind of play can persuade
hordes of men to go to a theatre in a far-
flung nook of west London on the best
night of the week? On the Saturday I
went, Riverside Studio 3 was swarming
with young to middle-aged lads.

There are two reasons why Neil
Monaghan's Eye Contact has such
pulling power: it stars Kelly Brook,
and it's set in a Soho table-dancing
club. Put these together and you've got
a box-office stunna.

Brook, you will recall, is widely
admired for her beauty and what a
devoted website respectfully terms her
“‘treasure chest”. She’s also renowned
for making one boob too many as a
presenter on The Big Breakfast, a job
which she left last year after six
months. Her misdemeanours included
stumbling over such tongue-twisters as
“intrepid’’ and ‘‘satirical”.

Brook may have being spending more
time with her head buried in
dictionaries recently, but it looks as
though the meaning of “‘irony’’ has yet
to register. Besides having to bare her
: breasts and wiggle her g-string-clad
behind, she has to get her mouth round
lines such as, ‘“There’s nothing much to
me, I talk to men, I show them my tits,
: they pay me and that’s it.”

Rather than this whipping the

: audience into a state of excited frenzy,
: it merely highlights the cold-shower

: effect of watching Monaghan's flaccid

: drama being chilled to a thing of nought
: by director Izzy Mant, who

: commissioned the piece. Mant has

: worked as a table dancer, which makes
: it puzzling that she should see

: London’s demi-monde represented in

: so sterile and sluggish a fashion.

At club Fantasy International, just a
couple of suits ogle the charms of Anya
and her busty cohorts. Dance music
pounds away for a second, then dies
: down to allow Monaghan to flog a
: moderately interesting idea into
: exhausted submission: namely, that the
: destructive impersonality and teasing
: pretence of the punter/dancer
: relationship has affinities with the
: modern dating game.

: Keir Charles wrestles manfully with

: the part of Hugo, the handsome Hooray
: who endlessly shells out notes to keep

: Anya listening to his droning

: seduction. There's nice support from

: Terence Booth as his moralising work

: colleague, and from Anna Madeley,

: Vicki Simon and Preeya Kalidas as

: Anya's fellow sex machines.

. But the only parts of the show

: guaranteed to set pulses racing are the
strip acts: with each lasting about 30
seconds, and tickets officially trading at
£16.50, this can only be described as an
evening of dear theatrical Viagra.

Until December 20. Tickets: 020 8237 1111
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