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Katherine Tozer and Kevin McKidd in ‘Far Away’, directed by Stephen Daldry, at the Royal Court Theatre in London

Silent war in which even
the ducks have taken sides

ArS0minuteslong, FarAway FJRST NIGHT

may the-

atre, but one wouldn't like to

recommend it for a first date. FAR AWAY

The pauses at the table could ROYAL COURT THEATRE

be as frequent and long as LONDON

those in Caryl Churchill’s play. .
Itopenswith Joan, a childin  watching an allegory about the

saying she cannot
sleep. Harper (Linda Bassett),
the aunt to whose country

house Joan has been taken
after dark, hears she has
climbed out of her bedroom
window and seen strange go-
ings-on in the shed. “It’s noth-
ing bad,” Harper tells her.
“That’s just friends of his your
uncle was having a little party
with.” Joan thinks this over. “If
it's a party;” she asks, “why was
there so much blood?”
Harper has an innocent ex-
planation for this, and for other
frightening things Joan has
seenand heard, but finally she
swears her to silence, saying:
“You're part of a big movement
now to make things better.”
The clothing and furniture

Geraint Lewis suggest the Thirties, so are we

rise of Nazism? Surely that
would be trite for a conven-
tional playwright, much less an
eccentric such as Churchill.
Next we're in a hat factory,

‘where the grown-up Joan

(Katherine Tozer) and Todd
(Kevin McKidd), start to fall for
each other as they steam, block
and sew. Mingled with shop talk
are references to a sinister
world (“I stay up till four every
morning watching the trials”).
Abrief wordless scene follows,

ini beauty

bird. They commit rape, and
they’re on the side of the ele-
phants and the Koreans”). Nat-
ural features and forces have
allegiances: “The Bolivians are
working with gravity,” says
Joan, who closes the play with
the line: “The water laps round
your ankles in any case.”
Stephen Daldry’s produc-
tion is visually striking. The
chair and table of the first
scene, isolated on a black
stage, make you feel as if you
are in an old film; the extraor-
dinary crowd scene is as mov-
ing as it is bizarre. The actors
combine realistic and eerie
behaviour to the right degree.
But nothing knits together
these sections of allegory and
fantasy. Is this a play about to-
itarianism or ecology and, if

with human wretchedness, in
which old people and children
are ridiculed before execution.

Next it is several years later,
and Joan, married to Todd, is
with him in Harper’s house
during a war of all against all
(“The cats have come in on the
side of the French” and “Mal-
lards are not a good water

so, what is it saying about
them? With its characters who
exist only in the moment and
the archway in which it piles
obfuscation upon bewilder-
ment, Far Away may be pure
theatre, but this is a purity so
complete that it is terrified an
idea might violate it.
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