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Tﬁé;tre
A Hamlet
perfect for
age of irony

Hamlet

Lyttelton Theatre. Londan
+* %k

S Russell Beales Nahenal
Theatre Hamlet is evers tiiing
ane could hope tors with,
ttoe wtelligent, “a Henr
Janes who is adso g swoords-
man”  to bhareow  Harohd
Bloony's piirase. My one regret
i~ Uit John Carrd's production
“trips the play of its publie
vontest, This s Hamlet with
the prinee but wathoot the vi-
Ll politics,

bBut tirst Russell Beale, Like
A Hondets, he acconmmodates
the chatacter to his own nae-
ture He s not athleticaln
butlt mdecd e mockingly
pods s stonmuaeh when an-
pedtong e has “torgone ali
Crstom of exervises” But oug
fist slimpse of hing is serib-
Dliez notes swhile sttt mourn-
tie s tathers loss Instanth
ape teels s s o Hiamlet who
1~ boobhishy inward, reflective
tdintensely capable of selt-
SR

Bussell Beale's ereat quahty
i~ hus vapacity for surprise. He
peecasters aenuine moral dis-
aistoat the depravity he en-
counters withm the court
theve are prolonged pauses
frest at the revelation that
Rosenerants and Guildenstern
nave been sent forand then il
the readisation that Ophelias
hemg used as a tactical deeoy
Bot fussell Beale. for all his
maral sensitivity and pavodic
wil, alsoeonveys the parals sis
of the intellectwal caught upoan

detining moment, after Polo-
nius's death, when he has the
chanee o stabh Peter
Metnery's taunting Clandius
and slowls allow s timself to be
disarmed. This is a fiest-rate,
deeply itellectual Fhamlel
W hose weipons are promarily
verbal and who understands
that revenge cannot offer
meaningiul redress

Card deserves eradit tor
Russell Beales interpretation,
But it ~eems typical of the
titnes thit he stups the tesd of
Mt political resonances.
FThere is no sense of 4 Den-
mark o a wae-footing, no ur-
gent diplomatic missions. no
Fortinbras. ~o that we lose
Hamlet™s  cyucial ~ohloguy
“Liow il occasions domnform
agdinst me” and a character
who is a practical counter-
poise to the meditative hero,
In that sense. this is an old-
rashioned  production that
focuses exclusively on Ham-
lets tortured sensibilita,

Where Shakespeare offers
vrety, the production also of-
rer<aghittering sameness, Tim
Hatles s setis a candle-lit man-
soleum fifted with upended
trunks and John Comeron’s in-
sistent seore swaths the playin
choral religiosity, Few of the
surrounding characters also
have a detailed inner tife al-
though MeEnery's Claudius
display s conspicuous bravery,
Sdara Kestehman's Gertrade de-
vistvely hungs her husband’s
portrart in acase at the end of
the closet=seence and Catltryn
Bradshaw's Ophelia for once
soes nrad in her dastine
clothes, But the glory of the
evening les m Russell Beale's
pertormance. which is a per-
fect Hamlet for the age of
YRS
Michael Billington
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