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An evening

with

the quick and dead

PAN AM used to advertise it-
self with the cracking phrase
“Suddenly you're somewhere
else”. Even if the title char-
acter of Arthur Miller's latest
play were not a former Pan
Am pilot, that line would
rather neatly describe the
predicament of this elderly
man who nods off one after-
noon and wakes - or does he?
~ to discover himself in the
company of his loved ones
both living and dead.

Mr Peters finds himself in
intriguingly uncertain terri-
tory. “Conflict is not my game
any more, or suspense; I re-
ally don’t like trying to figure
out what’s going on,” he ob-
serves, a carefully planted
statement that applies to the
play as much as it does to the
character. This 80-minute
chamber piece weaves its
spell by teasing out the tribu-
lations and hopes of its cen-
tral figure, who finds himself
re-rehearsing his relation-
ships and trying to make
sense of his long life.

The director Michael
Blakemore’s attempt to an-
chor the play more securely
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than the text’s dreamlike lack
of clear connection suggests
is logical, but the overly de-
liberate staging plays against
the rhythm of the writing,
And while John Cullum
lends Peters an endearingly
shambling, almost shaggy
quality, the fiercely question-
ing concentration that should
propel him through the dream
is missing, so the theatrical
temperature keeps dropping.
Nicholas Woodeson does a
nicely sinister turn as Pe-
ters’ late brother and Jan
Waters peps up proceedings
as the inexhaustibly happy
wife but the production as a
whole never quite coheres.
Ironically, Blakemore’s ad-
mirable desire to demystify
the diffuse writing may have
served to expose the vague-
ness of the drama.
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