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Funereal
cowbells

PROM 16 % % %k
Royal Albert Hall

Rick Jones

MANCHESTER'S finest — the BBC Philhar-
monic — delivered a powerful Mahler and
Beethoven Prom to the capital last night. The hall
was packed, the response ecstatic. The American-
Estonian conductor Paavo Jirvi had never per-
formed at the Proms before but he surely will
again. He conducted Mahler’s Symphony No 6
just as he did on his emotional return to Estonia
in 1997 after 17 years in exile. Former Soviets
come fresh to Mahler, whose music was ignored
under communism. There was nothing compla-
cent in this unrelentingly intense and spiritually
draining account. The allegro energico was
quick. The
grunting cellos
seized the air
and the main
theme asserted
itself massively
and defiantly.
The orchestra

was huge. A
Twenty brass
players lined the
top shelf. The

principal trum- 2000

pet was a golden

seraph. Twin tympanists banged out the funereal
rhythm that pervades the entire work. Offstage,
cowbells clanked at the peak of each movement.
Did alpine cattle move around the gallery? The
daily trudge provokes ennui in man and the sym-
phony’s unforgiving progress expected no fulfil-
ment but promised only the bleak abyss. The
faint comedy of the percussionist’s sombre walk
to the black box and the disproportionate force
with which he thrice whacked it capped all.

In the first half, the broad-shouldered German
pianist Lars Vogt foiled Mahler with Beethoven’s
magical Piano Concerto No 1. I have heard the
finale’s joyful, bouncing bass pounded harder but
never known such fun with the cadence of the
first movement or such liquid lyricism in the
largo’s plaintive piano and clarinet duet. He gets
my vogt.
® Tonight at 7pm, Yakov Kreizberg conducts the
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra in Shost-
akovich’s Symphony No 5 and Mahler’s Kinder-
totenlieder. Box office 020 7589 8212.

Prom 16 Jones Standard

Clipped By:
ianlharris
13 Dec 2025

Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



