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Journey from page to stage leaves Proust and Pinter's Remembrance sadly forgettable

Picture: ALASTAIR MUIR

: the play’s one indisputably among the characters like bothered to read it. This

result is many artificial : waste, loops back to the
il visiting angels, the : shorthand account, alas, does
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IN MY haste to leave at the
end of Harold Pinter and Di
Trevis's adaptation of A la
Recherche du temps perdu, I
tripped on two uneven paving
stones, and found mysel
recalling the opening image
of the production I had just
seen—a man tripping over,
and being sent into a reverie.
This memory inexplicably
called to my mind the
powerful sensation of hope I
had had before the show, and
made me feel anew all the
bitter disappointment I had
experienced during it.

A dramatisation of

obliged to be grateful when it :
isn’t a catastrophe. ’l‘lns

Cold comfort: Indra Varma and Sebastian Harcombe

This isn't, actually, the play : the dialogue remains taut.

of tho book, rather lhe play of

preferable to any mlmber of
crus lller‘nnuves — II'III ine,

usedwgowbedearly/l’ pa
thought me terribly girly”).
But if artists of Pinter and
Trevis's calibre can manage
only something this
mediocre, you have to wonde:
whether one of literature’s
finest specimens wouldn't
have been better left alone.

play of the book,
; Wl‘lllell by Pinter in 1972 but
cinematic correlative has
been lost. Key images and
impact is diminished by the

surrounds them. The highly

example, are laid out before a
ingle word has been spoken.
'he words that are spoken

sentences would be nomore  everything that takes place

ely to work on stage, and

“moments”, but precious
little drama.

The natural world in
Combray has been dispensed
with; the focus is on social
interaction. Marcel, the
novel's narrator, moves

: moment of recall with which
: the play commences an
 triggers the determination to
: begin writing to fixa

: lifetime’s sensations in art. In

of a moment out-of-time,
when the action freezes at the
sound of Vinteuil’s music,
and the notes seem to pass

transcendant beauty of art is
given exquisite expression.

The novel has that immortal
quality for those who can be
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confusingly interchangeable.

The actors patently do not

have enough to go on.

Sexual preclivity is the
only real distinguishing
feature of the dramatis

personae, homosexuality the
dominant preoccupation.
Sebastian Harcombe's
repressed, twitchy Marcel is
unable to find safe harbour
from sexual anxiety. Young
women dance together
breast-to-breast, their
laughter taunting and cruel.
David Rintoul’s butch Baron
Charlus makes predatory
moves on Marcel, and on
anything else in trousers.

Marcel is tormented by the

{ idea that his lover, Albertine,

is having lesbian affairs. His
words come to echo those of
Charles Swann, the husband
of the promiscuous Odette:
“To think X have wasted years
of my life.
The final sense of loss, of
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